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Pushing boundaries of academic freedom
How do certain sociology classes teach 
human sexuality at Providence College ?
By Dave Holman ’03
Editor-in-Chief Emeritus
FACULTY &
ACADEMICS
Campus discourse over the 
Vagina Monologues reached its 
second annual fever pitch last 
month as the Providence 
College 
Mission 
Statement 
appeared to 
clash with the 
bounds of academic freedom. 
Yet, within the confines of 
Providence College classrooms, 
these boundaries have been 
challenged for years with little 
or no public debate.
Ask just about any canny 
Providence College student, 
and they probably have not 
heard of Modern Society, 
Sociology of the Family and 
Sociology of Human Fertility. 
But they will have heard of the 
“sex classes,” a term used by the 
professor who teaches them, 
Assistant Professor of 
Sociology Dr. James Moorhead. 
They are among the College’s 
most discussed phenomena.
Judging by their descriptions 
in the Providence College 
course catalog, the courses 
appear to be three run-of-the- 
mill sociology electives. 
According to the Sociology of 
the Family course description, 
the course analyzes sexual and 
family practices “as a social 
institution and as a form of
Running strong, keeping pace
feature
STORY
By Mary Votava ’05
News Staff
After a long cold winter, the 
weather is warming up and PC 
students are digging out their 
shorts, brushing the dust off 
their running shoes, and once 
again beginning 
to venture 
outside to enjoy 
the fresh air and 
shed the winter 
insulation.
On spring afternoons, 
runners can be found 
surrounding the campus in 
droves. If you are tired of the 
two-mile loop around campus, 
then The Cowl is here to provide 
some ideas for a change of 
scenery.
Many find the idea of 
running to the city daunting, but 
PC is not quite as tucked away 
as it may first appear to be. “I 
normally just do a loop around 
campus and would like a change 
of pace,” says Lynne Pistritto 
’05. “It’s always good to 
explore new neighborhoods and 
check out the city.”
The campus is one-and-a- 
half miles from the State House 
the
has 
the 
the
intimate behavior.”
As benign as these courses 
sound on paper, they readily 
depart from the norm. For 
example, the College has 
objected to “the content and the 
language” of the Vagina 
Monologues as counter to its 
values, suggesting that such 
performances were not shielded 
by academic freedom, but only 
continued because of 
administration’s leniency.
The administration 
written knowledge of 
classroom content of 
courses. It appears, therefore, 
that the school has drawn a line; 
academic freedom includes the 
“sex classes” yet excludes the 
Monologues.
Even a publicly-funded state 
university is having difficulty 
defining the academic freedom 
line in relation to sex in the 
classroom. Offended by a “sex 
class” at the University of 
Kansas that shows sexually 
explicit videos, the Kansas state 
legislature voted March 26 to 
block $3 million in funding 
from the school.
Dr. Moorhead retracted an 
invitation to The Cowl to attend 
one of his classes, Sociology of 
Human Fertility, and has 
refused three interview 
requests. As a result students’ 
experiences paint the picture of 
the “sex classes.” Students past 
and present, alumni and 
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The proper gear is essential for a good running routine.
on Smith Sl, making a full loop 
around the monument and up 
the hill on Francis SL, on which 
Providence Place Mall is 
located, a total of three-and-a 
half miles. Pistritto laughs, “It 
beats taking RIPTA to the mall.” 
A little more training can 
bring you to the Eastside of the 
city to check out what those 
RISD kids are up to. “Running 
in the city is a good change of 
scenery from running |around 
undergraduate, have varying 
experiences in the sex classes 
— running the gamut from an 
affirmation of their Roman 
Catholic values to a 
disappointment so severe as to 
warrant a formal letter of 
complaint with academic 
administration. To some, the 
content is explicit and even 
offensive. Other students have 
come away defending the 
professor’s practices as 
important to Providence 
College and defended the 
courses’ academic value. Still, 
others argue that despite 
Moorhead’s openness to dissent 
in the classroom, the courses 
promote values counter to the 
College’s Mission Statement.
“Nothing is taboo. Nothing.”
Current and former students 
may differ on the value of the 
classes, but their description of 
the classroom structure is the 
same.
Modem Society, Sociology 
of the Family, and Sociology of 
Human Fertility differ in 
intensity to such an extent that 
students have termed them 
each, respectively, “X, double- 
X, and triple-X.”
The first few days of the 
courses, Dr. Moorhead gives 
students full notice of the 
classroom experience. 
According to a senior female 
social sciences major who
PC] where every street looks 
identical —just lots of the same 
houses,” says Kate Marshall 
’05, an avid runner.
After passing the State 
Capitol building and turning 
onto Canal St, there is even a 
bit of grass in the Roger 
Williams National Park. Before 
anyone gets too excited, it 
should be mentioned that it is 
the smallest national park. Even 
so, it is a favorite of Mike St.
Dr. James Moorhead 
dropped it after the first class, 
one section of Modem Society 
began with Moorhead asking if 
students had heard about the 
class. Everyone seemed to 
know what he was talking 
about. He told students that it 
was the “sex class.” He 
reserved the right to ask 
students anything, with the 
caveat that answers would not 
be required. Tests would cover 
the reading, he said, rather than 
the class discussions. The first 
assignment? Prepare to 
introduce yourself “sexually,” 
and present it at the next 
meeting.
Even though no one was 
required to participate, said 
Megan Kearns ’03, who took 
Modern Society, the sexual 
introduction was “em­
barrassing.” Still, she was 
intrigued and would not leave 
the class on that basis.
The “orientation,” as 
Moorhead terms it, is similar for 
all three courses. The section 
of Family that Racheal 
D’Ambrosia ’03 took included
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Thomas ’05, member of PC’s 
cross country and track and field 
teams. He says, “Running by 
the canal is good because it’s 
one of the only places in the city 
with a grass median.”
Going left up the hill 
towards RISD and Brown 
brings you to Benefit St;, which 
is not as crowded with students 
as Thayer St. is, and is also 
home to some of the oldest 
houses in Providence.Marshall 
particularly enjoys this run. 
“The scenery is always 
changing, from neighborhoods 
and old homes, to some of the 
big landmarks of the city,” he 
said. Doing a loop back to 
campus is five miles.
Others may prefer sticking to 
the streets directly around 
campus. “My favorite loop 
starts at Meagher, wraps around 
the backside of CVS, and ends 
up at Louie’s,” says Caitlin 
McFeely ’05.
There are many combinations 
of streets that can be put 
together for a shorter route on a 
pleasant afternoon when the 
feeling suddenly takes over that
ROUTES/Page 8
College 
considers
stringent 
fire codes
by Megan Comerford ’06
News Staff
Bring a towel. Wear shoes. 
Use the nearest exit. Do not 
use elevators. Most students 
at Providence College are 
familiar with this gamut of 
instructions, typical of campus 
fire drills.
RESIDENCE 
LIFE
However, 
since The 
Station fire
in West 
Warwick, R.I. claimed 99 lives 
on February 21, students have 
expressed a heightened con­
cern and awareness about fire 
safety. “The Station fire awoke 
clubs around the country...to 
possible hazards,” said Rick 
Stevens ’06.
Providence College, how­
ever, is no stranger to deadly 
fires. In December of 1977,10 
female students died in a fire 
in Aquinas Hall — a loss that 
has loomed large in the minds 
of the administration for the 
past 25 years.
Though every building on 
campus is equipped with sprin­
kler and alarm systems, the 
administration wants to pre­
vent a tragedy like the previ­
ous one at PC and in West 
Warwick. “The Station fire put 
an awareness on the fire 
codes,” said Kevin Hillery, 
Assistant Dean of Residence 
Life.
Rev. Kenneth Sicard, O.P., 
Dean of Residence Life, said 
that Providence College will be 
more strictly enforcing the fire 
codes, such as removing post­
ers without lamination from the 
dorm hallways..
“We’re taking a much more 
proactive approach,” said Fr. 
Sicard of the enforcement 
policy.
The College, however, is 
not looking to hinder the post­
ing of notices and fliers. Ac­
cording to Hillery, Residence 
Life is looking into the pur­
chase of plastic sleeves for the 
bathroom doors that would en­
able students to safely post an­
nouncements.
For the rest of this school 
year, students can expect a 
firmer enforcement of the 
present fire codes. Come Sep­
tember however, there may be 
some changes made, such as 
the prohibition of wall tapes­
tries.
“I feel it’s an area of con­
cern,” said Hillery. Further dis­
cussion between Res. Life, 
Physical Plant, and the Provi­
dence Fire Marshal is neces­
sary before action is taken. If 
changes occur, students will 
receive a letter this summer.
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News Briefs
Student Congress considers 
parietals legislation
The Student Congress meeting, held 
on Monday, March 31, featured a guest 
speaker and the introduction of three new 
pieces of legislation, one of which was 
a recommendation concerning parietals.
Colonel Dean Esserman, Chief of 
Police of the Providence Police 
Department, came to the Congress 
meeting to answer any questions 
members had concerning the Providence 
Police. Esserman addressed issues such 
as security in the neighborhood 
surrounding Providence College and 
safety of the bars and clubs in the area. 
He also discussed plans for the 
decentralization of the Providence Police 
Department, explaining that in the future 
there will be a focus on community based 
policing with officers permanently 
assigned to specific neighborhoods.
After Esserman spoke, Congress 
turned their attention to the three new 
pieces of legislation being introduced. 
The first two were resolutions 
concerning the constitutions of two new 
clubs. Amnesty International and the 
Science Fiction Club both hope to have 
their constitutions accepted when 
Congress votes on the resolutions in two 
weeks.
The third piece of legislation was a 
recommendation concerning visitation 
rules at the College. Matt Weber ’06, 
President of the freshman class, 
introduced the recommendation, which 
urges a re-evaluation of the school’s 
current policy, calling the concept of 
parietals “flawed in principle” and the 
increase in fines associated with 
visitation “drastic and inconsiderate.” 
The recommendation is also scheduled 
to be voted on when Congress meets in 
two weeks.
—Stephanie Barkus ’05
Poli. Sci. Dept, offers course on 
Middle East directed towards 
non-majors
In the Fall semester of 2003, the Po­
litical Science department will offer a 
course on the Middle East that is open 
only to non-poiitical science majors. The 
course is listed as a Special Topics 
course, under the heading PSC 468 001. 
The course is not featured in the Course 
Registration Booklet, but is on 
CyberFriar.
“The purpose of the course is to present 
an overview of the entire Middle East,” 
said Dr. Robert Trudeau, Chair of the 
Political Science Department, “as both 
a survey and as an in depth look at some 
elements of the situation.”
Dr. James Miskel, a Special Lecturer 
in Political Science will teach the course, 
as well as several guest lecturers and 
some media.
“This course was developed as a re­
sult of conversations with Rev. Mark 
Nowel, O.P., Dean of Undergraduate 
Studie,” Trudeau continued. “(Fr. 
Nowel] suggested that a course like this 
would meet a large positive response on 
the part of the college student body.”
PSC 468, Special Topic: The Middle 
East, will be held on Tuesday nights 
from 6:30 p.m- 9 p.m. The class will 
have a maximum enrollment of fifty stu­
dents.—Mike Massey ’06
Faculty Senate challenges 
policy of grading during 
studies abroad
With only one meeting remaining this 
year for the Providence Faculty Senate, 
the meeting on Wednesday, April 2, tied 
up some loose ends and set the stage for 
the last meeting fo the year.
The meeting began with the unani­
mous approval of two new courses, TDF 
210, “Introduction to Theatrical Design,” 
and SCE-PSY 110, “Psychology of 
Trauma, Coping and Development.” 
The Theater Design class would be for 
majors who are considering a career in 
the field. The Psychology class would 
be a class in the School of Continuing 
Education. Both articles of legislation 
will be passed on to Rev. Philip A. Smith, 
O.P., President of the College, for a fi­
nal decision.
Also passed was a resolution to con­
tinue offering letter grades for study- 
abroad programs. As the post-2001 
policy reads, students are assigned a 
grade of “T”, or transfer, on their aca­
demic transcript for all grades of “C” or 
better. Because the policy is still under 
review, it has been suspended to allow 
more discussion. The argument against 
the policy is that it does not encourage 
students to pursue a valuable overseas 
experience abroad because they will not 
be able to improve their cumulative 
GPA, and their transcript will display 
“T’s” for the year abroad. The situation 
may “create a situation in which the aca­
demic credibility of the overseas pro­
gram is perceived as being questionable, 
along with the PC degree,” according 
to the Bill (02-03/01/05).
At the same time, the Bill also claims 
that “The transfer of grades from each 
of these programs to a student’s aca­
demic record provides an incentive for 
students to perform at a higher level and 
encourages students to focus on their 
studies...”
A similar criticism raised argued that the 
“T” grade, which is, in effect, a Pass/Fail 
grade, encourages students to slack off 
and travel more than study.
Another Bill (02-03/01/06) confronts 
the concern of extra course fees attached 
to a sixth course. The bill is limited, 
however, specifically to “a course to sat 
isfy the English Proficiency require­
ment,” and Military Science courses. 
The argument is that the current policy, 
penalizes those students that must ac­
complish English Proficiency by either 
requiring them to take an approved 
course as part of their four-course 
workload, or charging them $1800 for a 
fifth course.
Also, because students who withdraw 
from a course have a credit deficiency, 
many have enrolled in the “free” mili­
tary science courses in order to satisfy 
their credit deficiencies. The Bill argues 
that “the current policy is unfair to mili­
tary science instructors who have unin­
terested students in their classes, and 
academically shortsighted financially to 
encourage students to take a course in a 
particular area only because there is no 
charge.” The idea being that “they [stu­
dents] will take courses in fields which 
interest them instead. . . the current 
policy does not encourage this.”
The Bill passed unanimously and will 
be passed on to Fr. Smith. All Faculty 
Senate legislation is available online at 
http://www.providence.edu/facsenat/ 
pending/
—Keith Carr ’04
CORRECTIONS & 
AMPLIFICATIONS
Last week’s Campus Calendar 
mistakenly stated the John 
Langley Memorial Basketball 
Tournament is to be held April 
6. The correct date for the 
tournament in April 27.
Campus Calendar for April 4 to April 10
Submit events at www.thecowl.com/main.cfm?include=calendar 
or email thecowl@providence.edu
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Friday
5 - 7 p.m.
Pasta with Padres
St. Dominic Chapel 
Basement
Free Dinner with
Dominicans 
ext.2216 to sign up
7 p.m.
Friday Night Film
Series —
Tarkovsky’s
The Sacrifice
Feinstein 312
8 p.m. -1 a.m.
Junior Night
McPhail’s
Full Bar with ID
6 - 8:30 p.m.
NCAA Final Four 
Full bar with ID, 
specials and 
giveaways.
7-10 p.m.
Asian Expo
Peterson Rec.
Center, Free, 
Sponsored by:
Asian American 
Club
10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
1st Annual Raquet 
Tournament, 
Peterson Rec. 
Center, $10, Prizes 
up to $500, ext. 
3367, sponsored by 
PC Raquetball Club
Sunday
11 a.m. -1 p.m.
Class of ’06 “Flip” 
Free Pancake 
breakfast,
Slavin Lawn, first 50 
participants get a free 
t-shirt.
REMINDER: 
Daylight Savings 
Time begins today. 
Set your clock 
forward one hour 
at 2 am.
Saturday
Tuesday ursday
TBA
NCAA Champion­
ship Game on the 
Big Screen in 
McPhail’s, Full bar 
with ID
7 p.m.
Segei Khrushchev 
Discussion on 
Cuban Missile 
Crisis, Moore Hall 
I, Free, Sponsored 
by: the History 
Club and the 
History Dept.
Monday
8 p.m.
Bop Coffeehouse: 
“Makeover Night” 
Sign up in BOP 
office on Tues. 4/8, 
Free Samples
6:30 p.m.
“Conspiracy 
Theory: The Truth 
Behind Affirmative 
Action,” Moore 
Hall III, Free 
forum, Sponsored 
by: SOAR
BOP Travel Pre­
sents: Beauty and 
the Beast, PPAC, 
cost: $15.
8 p.m.
The Murderers:
Agememnon and 
Electra, Blackfriars 
Theatre, for ticket 
prices call ext. 2084.
Wednesday
Security Blotter
March 27 - 8:21 p.m. - Student injured in Peterson Recre­
ation Center, Transported to Hospital.
March 27 - 9:06 p.m. - Student transported to Hospital from 
Meagher Hall (student ill).
March 27 - 11:39 p.m. - Altercation between students in 
Schneider Arena, disorderly conduct.
March 29-4:05 p.m. - Student injured on Hendricken Field 
(sport related injury), Taken to Hospital.
March 29 -1:30 p.m. ~ Larceny off-campus, police called,
March 31 - 3:30 p.m. - Burglary in Sowa Hall, No police 
called.
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British politician discusses Christian Democracy in Europe
By Natalie Forbes ’05
News Staff
Not many Providence 
College students are aware of 
the existence of the Movement 
for Christian Democracy, but 
Michael Elmer, visiting from 
the United Kingdom, wanted to 
change all that Wednesday 
night.
CAMPUS 
news
Elmer spoke 
to a very small 
audience of 
faculty and 
students Wed­
nesday evening in Moore Hall 
on the topic of the Movement 
for Christian Democracy. Rev. 
Edward Cleary, O.P., Professor 
of Political Science, and 
director of the Latin American
Studies Programdetailed a 
number of Elmer’s lifetime 
accomplishments, including his 
current occupation as Secretary 
for International Relations from 
Great Britain to other members 
of the Movement for Christian 
Democracy (M.C.D).
Elmer started by saying that 
Christian Democracy is “little 
known but not unknown.” The 
M.C.D ties together two realms 
that have long been believed to 
necessitate separation, politics 
and religion. He cited the ideas 
of 20th century philosopher 
Jacques Maritain, who sought to 
further the position that politics 
and religion are inseparable. 
According to Elmer, the once 
popular belief that religion and 
politics do not mix is on the 
wane. This is good news for the 
M.C.D.
Members of the M.C.D. 
believe in what Elmer called 
“personalism.” He explained 
the idea as “the belief that every
NICOLE COURNOYER '05/The Cowl
Elmer serves as Secretary for Internation Relations from 
Great Britain for the M.C.D. in Europe.
person is known to God. God 
knows them all personally.” If 
more people truly thought this 
way and lived by this belief, 
there would be no racism, 
explained Elmer. “That would 
be blasphemy,” he continued. 
He also described members of 
the M.C.D. as pro-life.
When Christian democrats 
say pro-life, they mean pro- 
life,” Elmer emphasized. He 
elaborated, saying.“It’s an 
attack on poverty, it’s an attack 
on capital punishment.” For the 
M.C.D., pro-life issues go 
beyond abortion and euthanasia 
into other realms important to 
the preservation of human life.
“The inspiration is Christian, 
but the test is, ‘Do you support 
the platform?”’ explained 
Elmer. The M.C.D. does not 
cater to or actively attempt to 
gain support from groups of 
special interest, such as 
minorities or women. “If a lass 
is good she’ll get elected, if not, 
she won’t,” said Elmer. In fact, 
the M.C.D. in Great Britain is 
composed of 40% minorities. 
“We haven’t sought consciously 
to target aristocrats,” either said 
Elmer in response to a question 
on the topic.
Quality of membership and 
suitability of candidates is of the 
utmost importance to Elmer and 
others. He said that “the more 
ideologically pure members 
were appalled,” when an Italian 
party was accepted into the 
M.C.D. even though their views 
are not always consistent with 
the beliefs of the M.C.D. 
“There is a degree of pressure 
that can be exerted from the 
inside,” to lead members to vote 
certain ways explained Elmer.
The intention of the M.C.D. 
as outlined by Elmer also 
includes drawing in members 
who are not affiliated with one 
of the major political parties or 
have not previously been active 
in politics and unite them with 
individuals who were active in 
politics or a particular party. 
While discussing the history of 
the M.C.D. Elmer described the 
reactions of the conservatives 
and labor parties to the 
formation and increased activity 
of the movement. “The 
conservatives chose to scorn it. 
The Labour Party sought to 
...completely ignore its 
existence,” he said. Still, his 
hope is for the M.C.D. to 
become a major political party. 
Elmer said that the M.C.D. has 
been experiencing “little waves 
of exodus from them [the major 
parties] to us.”
Elmer expressed his joy at 
the success of the MCD in 
Scandinavia, just one of many 
European regions which has 
drawn a portion of its 
population into the M.C.D. He 
was impressed by “the quality 
of the people they have 
attracted,” saying that “It’s 
quite striking.” He also noted 
“The degree of honesty is high 
among Christian Democratic 
leaders.”
In speaking about the future 
of the European Union and the 
M.C.Q., Elmer said, “Long 
term, I’m very optimistic of the 
enlargement.” He wants to see 
eastern Europe nations brought 
closer to western Europe, 
describing Europe like a pair of 
lungs. The two need to be 
working in synchrony. The 
enlargement of the European 
Union provides a “new vision” 
for Europe said Elmer. Though 
some may disagree for 
numerous ideological and 
political reasons, as Elmer 
acknowledged, no one in the 
audience seemed to question 
Elmer’s stance on the future of 
the EU.
Most importantly, Elmer 
made a point to distinguish the 
M.C.D. apart from other 
traditional political parties. 
“We have got to present 
ourselves as being better 
people,” said Elmer. He joked 
that the M.C.D. has “clean 
hands because there’s not much 
in them.” The M.C.D. is not a 
wealthy party, but, according to 
Elmer, it is a party on the correct 
ideological path that is worthy 
of support. His hope for this 
lecture was that PC students will 
“know that it [the M.C.D.] 
exists and a little bit of what it 
stands for.”
Dr. Robert Trudeau of the 
Political Science Department 
was impressed by Michael 
Elmer’s lecture. “I thought it 
was very interesting,” he said. 
Trudeau, who has done 
extensive research in Latin 
American countries, said, “It 
was interesting for me to get a 
more global perspective.”
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Moorhead: Students disagree
continued from front page
Dr. Moorhead using the words “c—t,” 
“p—-y,” and “whore” during the 
orientation. Jacqueline Oswald ’02 
would withdraw from her section of 
Fertility after two classes. Her first class 
began with Moorhead closing the door 
and saying, “In case anyone wonders, 
this class is about f—ing, sucking, and 
butt-f—ing.” Oswald, however, gave 
Moorhead another chance, taking Family 
the next semester. The first class of this 
version included Moorhead asking 
individuals, “Who likes p—y?” This 
semester, according to Brian Colleran 
’03, Moorhead introduced Fertility, 
“This class is about c—t positivism.”
This initial shock has its value, 
students say. It is intended to accustom 
the students to discussing sexually 
explicit topics with an authority figure, 
and weed out students uncomfortable 
with Moorhead’s style and subject 
matter.
" ------------------------
The discussions for me 
were NC-17, but I’m a 
PG type of girl. 
Megan Kearns ’03
------------------------ "
The class is structured to elicit open 
and colorful discussions. Students are 
seated in a circle and are encouraged to 
share personal experiences with the class 
that may relate to the assigned reading 
for the day. Students characterize “Jim,” 
as they are asked to call hinr, as “very 
open” and amenable to disagreement. 
There are no limits to topic or language, 
and according to Colleran, “Nothing is 
taboo. Nothing.” Oswald called the 
discussions in Family “extremely 
graphic,” in which Moorhead and 
students are routinely sexually and 
verbally explicit about their personal 
experiences and offer advice. The class 
can turn into “who’s bagged the most 
babes,” Oswald said. A senior female 
education major who took Family said, 
“They came in on Monday to discuss 
what they did Thursday, Friday, and 
Saturday, and who they did it with.” 
“Let’s be honest,” Colleran said, “We 
talk about sex, how it’s done, why it’s 
done, and its implications.” For a taste 
of topics covered, Colleran said, “This 
week: female orgasm, male stimulation, 
abortion, pleasing your partner, getting 
what you need from your partner, 
contraception, pregnancy, pregnancy 
tests, and religious implications.”
Confidentiality is expected of 
Moorhead’s students, because the class 
discussions can be of a graphic personal 
and sexual nature. “What was said in 
class was to stay in the class,” said 
Kearns, “Everyone has a respect for 
other students in the class, because we 
knew that the subjects were kind of 
touchy.”
While discussions can get explicit, 
students are not required to share stories 
of this nature. “I never felt pressured to 
share personal stories,” said “Mary,” a 
senior who took all three courses and 
requested anonymity, “You just have to 
contribute to what you’re reading.” The 
spring 2003 Fertility syllabus says, 
“Participation in class discussion is 
extremely important.” The 
“approximate class participation scoring 
system” rates “present but not 
participating” with a score of 65 on a 
scale of 100, “participation without 
evidence of reading” with a score of 80- 
70, and “participation with evidence of 
reading” with a score of 100-90. “I did 
the reading,” D’Ambrosia said, “but it 
never seemed adequate for class 
discussions. We rarely talked about the 
reading in the concrete sense.”
Although class discussion is a central 
element of Moorhead’s classes, he tests 
not on content of class discussion, but 
on the required reading. Tests are as 
specific as asking about a particular 
paragraph on a certain page, and students
Course Descriptions
SOC 211: Modem Society
1 semester, 3 credits
A critical analysis of selected topics in 
values and lifestyles in modern society. 
Emphasis is placed on the individual and 
interpersonal relationships in American so­
ciety, but research material from other so­
cieties is examined.
SOC 301: Sociology of the Family
1 semester, 3 credits
This course discusses family patterns 
and processes in selected societies. Uni­
formities and variations in structures are 
considered. The family is analyzed as a 
social institution and as a form of intimate 
behavior. Various alternatives to the fam­
ily are explored, and issues related to hu­
man sexuality and gender-role behavior arc 
examined.
SOC 413: Sociology of Human Fertility 
1 semester, 3 credits
An analysis of fertility as the major 
variable explaining changes in the size and 
characteristics of populations. Particular 
attention is devoted to human sexuality and 
family planning and their impact on fer­
tility.
are expected to know content and 
substantial detail of all assigned reading. 
Students characterize the exams and 
class in general as challenging; Colleran 
described the exams as “absurdly 
specific.” “They’re not easy classes,” 
said Mary, “Don’t take them if you want 
your GPA to go up.”
The differences between the courses’ 
content is difficult to determine beyond 
the “X” rating system. Jacqueline 
Oswald deemed Fertility the “most 
potent,” and said Family was the “PG- 
13 version” because there was “less 
sharing.” Asked to rate Modern Society 
based on movie ratings, Kearns said, 
“The discussions for me were NC-17, 
but I’m a PG type of girl.”
Tupperware? 
The courses are also educational 
beyond classroom discussion. At some 
point in most sections, according to 
students interviewed, Moorhead 
advertises a “Tupperware” party that is 
to be held at a female student’s house in 
the near future. It is presented “almost 
like a public service announcement,” 
said Oswald. By “Tupperware,” a 
student in the class will explain, 
Moorhead means contraceptives and 
sexual aids. The party is run in the same 
style as the food storage brand in that 
someone hosts the salesperson in her 
home, inviting friends to preview and 
possibly order items. According to 
Oswald, students are “encouraged to 
attend.” Moorhead emphasizes that 
students are not required to attend. None 
of the students interviewed attended the 
party.
Completing the Providence education
While the classroom experience may 
strike some as unorthodox, some 
students find these courses academically 
valuable to Providence College. For 
them, Modern Society, Family, and 
Fertility complete a sexual education that 
is lacking elsewhere. These open and 
frank discussions address the reality of 
a sexually active college population 
without judgment or presupposition. In 
a general sense, Megan Kearns learned 
“why we think the way we do, and how 
what we think directs our behavior in the 
context of modern systems of thought 
and morals.” “You see sex objectively,” 
she said. Brian Colleran has found 
similar educational value in Fertility. 
“You learn how the sexes think and act,” 
he said, “It breeds understanding of 
social behavior and what drives these 
social behaviors.”
“You read about other cultures, 
practices, and the way they value human 
sexuality,” Mary said. In Fertility, she 
found the discussion and reading on 
pregnancy particularly insightful.
Excerpt from the College’s statement on the Vagina Monologues
...One of the objectives of the College's educational program, explicitly affirmed by 
faculty in their handbook and reaffirmed in each faculty contract, is “the development of 
ethics and values informed by the teachings of Catholicism and the Dominican Order.” 
Much of the content and the language of the Vagina Monologues runs counter to this 
educational objective and to the “intellectual, social, moral and the spiritual values” 
proclaimed in the Mission Statement and is at odds with the ideals and values embodied in 
the Catholic tradition.
The Cowl article notes that the Monologues “could only be represented by a faculty 
department in the name of academic freedom.” The College as a whole, as well as individual 
faculty, has the right, perhaps the obligations, to prohibit the performance of the Vagina 
Monologues. On this occasion, the Administration neither support the performance of the 
Monologues not condones any material that sanctions or promotes behavior or lifestyles 
that are contrary to the Mission Statement of Providence College and the teachings of the 
Catholic Church. In addition, it should be made clear that college funds may not be used to 
promote or support the production of the play in any way. (Feb. 27,2003, 77te Cowl)
“Everything” is examined, from biology 
to methods of birth control, including the 
Catholic Church views. “Everything is 
presented as an option,” she said, 
“including risk factors, success rates, and 
prevention rates.” She particularly 
valued the presentation of alternatives. 
“You think of things you weren’t raised 
to think of. You learn to accept 
homosexuals and other people and their 
beliefs.”
“You’re not going to learn about it 
anywhere else, especially at this 
College,” Colleran said, specifically 
mentioning issues such as health, 
personal safety, and general 
misconceptions about sexual behavior. 
Oswald agreed, “It’s good that he has this 
class in this school—there’s not enough 
sex education here.”
Others were disappointed that it did 
not fulfill its explicit academic intent as 
articulated in the course catalog. The 
senior female education major who 
dropped Family mid-semester said that 
while her section covered “issues related 
to human sexuality,” it omitted “family 
patterns” and “the family analyzed as a 
social institution and a form of intimate 
behavior.”
Racheal D’Ambrosia had stronger 
words. “I took the class because I was 
interested in hearing of alternatives to 
the norm. What I got was being sexually 
harassed everyday, which I would define 
as him talking about his past sexual 
experience with his domestic partner.” 
Pressed about the serious nature of such 
a claim, D’Ambrosia specified, “His 
style was of a harassing nature. I got 
sexually explicit knowledge that I did 
not want. If your boss came in and 
talked about his sexual activities, you 
could sue him for sexual harassment. If 
your professor does the same thing, it’s 
not any different.”
Courses of progress
While Moorhead has been 
consistently teaching one section of 
Modern Society, Sociology of the 
Family, and Sociology of Human 
Fertility each since the spring of 1996, 
that was not always the case.
According to the Brown Sociology 
Department, he received his doctorate in 
sociology in 1971, with a dissertation 
entitled “Negro Suburban Migration, 
1955-1960.’ He was examined in five 
areas for his “preliminaries”: 
sociological theory, research methods, 
metropolitan development and ecology, 
population, and social psychology. 
During a request for an interview with 
The Cowl, Moorhead mentioned that he 
has not done formal research since his 
dissertation.
Archived course bulletins in the 
College Archives show that the last 37 
years have been a slow progress to 
Moorhead’s current course load. From 
1966 to 1973, he taught a variety of 
courses such as Urban Sociology, 
Methodology, and History of Social 
Thought.
Though Moorhead was not the first 
professor to teach SOC 413, he first 
taught it in the fall of 1973. In the fall 
of 1973, Moorhead taught SOC 413, 
Population, for the first time. In the 
spring of 1983, keeping the same course 
number, the title changed to Sociology 
of Human Fertility.
In the late 1970s, Moorhead usually 
taught Sociology of the Family and 
History of Social Thought in the fall, and 
Modern Society and Population in the 
spring term. Since 1989, Moorhead has 
taught Modern Society, Family, and 
Fertility each spring. Since 1996, he has 
also taught all three in the fall semester. 
Since 1973, he has been the sole 
instructor of the “sex classes.”
The question of what prepares 
someone to teach classes of this nature 
is a thorny one. Students answer that 
the qualification is personal. “He’s 
emotionally qualified,” said Jacqueline 
Oswald, “[Though I haven’t completed 
my education], he’s as qualified as I am 
to be a guidance counselor, since I love 
kids and am a good people person.” 
Mary said it showed in the classroom that 
he had done his research and that he 
occasionally consulted an obstetrician­
gynecologist friend who teaches 
women’s health. “You ask about a topic, 
and he’ll recommend an author and a 
book,” she said.
A priori
The unique nature of the classroom 
experience has been detailed for the 
Providence College administration at 
varying levels.
In at least one instance, the College 
has accommodated generously for 
students who object to the class. A senior 
female education major dropped Family 
halfway through the semester, well past 
the last day for dropping without a 
“withdrawl” grade. Disturbed by the 
profanity and normally a shy person in 
a participation-heavy class, her midterm 
grades convinced her to drop. “I felt no 
need to pay and listen to other people’s 
sex stories,” she said.
By her account, dropping at this point 
in the semester was not easy. She tried 
for a couple weeks to drop the course 
before turning to her advisor, after which 
people were “very responsive.” He did 
not ask any questions, she said, but 
secured her a prompt appointment with 
Assistant Dean Joseph A. Gemma. She 
said that Gemma asked why she dropped 
it, to which she replied that the course 
was not what she expected. She also told 
Gemma that the course is inappropriate 
and wrote on her withdrawl form, “The 
material presented is against my 
traditional Catholic values.” Gemma 
was “very accommodating.” He saw that 
she enrolled in a half-semester sociology 
night course that happened to be starting 
that night. She was not charged for the 
additional course.
The College received further written 
notice of the courses’ content last spring. 
Nowel said he has received “a number 
of reports from concerned students about 
Moorhead’s courses.” Nowel explained 
that his role, after fielding student 
concerns about “credible improprieties,” 
is to pass them on to Dr. Canavan and 
the Sociology Department Chair Dr. 
Charlotte O’Kelly.
One such complaint was filed by 
Racheal D’Ambrosia, who waited until 
she had completed Sociology of the 
Family in the spring 2002 semester 
before writing a May letter to Dean of 
Undergraduate Studies Rev. Mark P. 
Nowel, O.P., and Dr. Thomas Canavan,
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about the value of the courses
Vice President of Academic 
Administration. In the letter (right), 
D’Ambrosia claimed course content did 
not match the description; Moorhead’s 
“demeanor, vocabulary, class content, 
and personal lifestyle are not at all in line 
with the expectations I have of a 
professor here. .. .Jim does a great deal 
of damage control for himself by 
threatening his students with their grades 
should they choose to question his 
practices.” D’Ambrosia detailed the 
parts of the course she found 
objectionable, among them the claim that 
the Personal Counseling Center is ‘“not 
to be trusted’ as it is run by the 
administration,” the assertion that “men 
should ‘never waste good p—y,”’ and 
that “Jim stated that any students or 
friends of students looking for a little 
‘older grandfatherly action’ should ‘stop 
by his office.’ We were warned that 
bringing this to the attention of the dean’s 
office would not go unpunished.” The 
claims of “damage control” and special 
office invitations were not corroborated.
Within days of sending the letter, Dr. 
Canavan called D’Ambrosia, she said, 
requesting a meeting. She met shortly 
thereafter with Canavan and College 
Vice President and General Counsel 
Marifrances McGinn. According to 
D’Ambrosia, they discussed the general 
nature of the course and took down her 
summer contact information. She left 
with the impression that they planned to 
take action. As far as she knows, no 
action was taken.
D’ Ambrosia did not press any claim 
of sexual harassment. “I thought 
everything I did with Canavan and 
Nowel would lead to the College taking 
action.”
Canavan would not comment on 
complaints about Moorhead in general, 
the D’Ambrosia letter, or any specific 
complaints in it. He explained that doing 
so would violate the confidential nature 
of students’ complaints and his 
subsequent discussions with professors.
It is implied there are certain 
views and that you’re at least 
open to considering these habits 
and being more promiscuous.
Brian Daley ’01
------------------- ---------------"
In the abstract, Canavan said that 
when he receives serious written 
complaints, he ordinarily speaks with the 
specific faculty member about that 
complaint. At such a meeting, the faculty 
member has an opportunity to tell 
Canavan whether or not he or she thinks 
the complaint has merit, and they discuss 
if and what corrective action needs to be 
taken. Canavan said faculty members 
are rarely uncooperative, “It’s the 
extremely, rare situation where the 
faculty member simply becomes 
defensive and says, ‘I just don’t agree 
with this, don’t accept this, won’t do 
anything about it.’ I think it’s possible 
for me to say in my 30-plus years in 
administration, that’s never happened.” 
Ultimately, though, Canavan said that 
the faculty is responsible for course 
content, followed by the department 
chair. “The faculty member is always 
the first individual who is held 
responsible for course content. ...The 
department has an obligation through the 
chair to determine that the syllabus and 
the requirements and the approach taken 
by the faculty member fall within the 
description of the courses and whatever 
other requirements the department may 
have.”
For the department chair’s part, Dr. 
O’Kelly said that while chair she has 
received no complaints about his courses 
and that Dr. Moorhead “is one of our [the 
Sociology Department’s] most popular 
professors.” Moorhead has been 
nominated for the College Center for 
Teaching Excellence’s teaching award. 
O’Kelly said that beyond Canavan’s 
explanation of “College policy and 
procedure,” she had “nothing to add” and 
declined to be interviewed. She would 
only say, “The department follows the 
College procedures.”
“Why not talk about what’s going on?”
Moorhead may have his detractors, 
but he also has some enthusiastic 
supporters, such as those who nominated 
him for the teaching award. Some 
vehemently support his role in the 
Sociology Department and at Providence 
College as beneficial to their education. 
Some who do not find academic value 
in the content of his courses still see 
positives, especially in the promotion of 
campus safety awareness and rape 
education. One such example is the 
requirement that students attend Take 
Back the Night, an annual demonstration 
and testimony against sexual violence 
and show of support for victims.
Students emphasized his openness 
and women’s advocacy. “He’s not like 
a professor, but almost like a peer,” 
Oswald said, “He’s built up a level of 
trust in that classroom.” Students aren’t 
“shot down” for what they say, she 
added, remembering that Moorhead is 
“easy to talk to, very understanding, and 
open with himself also.” Mary said that 
her whole Family class still attended 
class when Dr. Moorhead had knee 
surgery. She asked, “What other class 
would do that?” “He’s pretty good with 
the student-professor relationship,” 
Brian Colleran said, “Many former 
students came to visit and talk with him 
after graduation.” Mary noted that he 
encourages women to take self-defense 
classes. “He doesn’t disregard love. He 
emphasizes intimacy and com­
municating,” she said, “I still talk to 
everyone from the class. He’s open to 
hear people and opposing opinions. 
While we are in this little Catholic 
community, he addresses what actually 
happens. Why not talk about what’s 
going on?”
Others also understood Moorhead’s 
focus in terms of the larger picture of 
Providence College. “At any place this 
conservative, you have to have the 
opposite swing,” Oswald argued. 
Kearns found Moorhead’s advocacy 
courageous and a project of awareness. 
“You have to respect someone who goes 
against the grain in order to make people 
aware,” she said, “I didn’t necessarily 
agree with what came up in class, but I 
appreciated the opportunity to be open 
about it.”
Despite finding some content 
inappropriate, Brian Daley ’01, who took 
Family, thanked Moorhead, “For me it 
was a nice thing to experience because 
it was something so unlike anything 
else.”
Even D’ Ambrosia admitted that her 
“eyes were opened.” Still, she said, “But 
that [campus safety and date rape 
education] was in other classes too.” She 
cited the positives from the sex classes 
as overlapping with women’s studies 
classes, “but they [women’s studies] 
didn’t have the graphic detail.”
A question of advocacy
The administration’s awareness and 
lenient treatment of the sex classes 
makes the courses the poster children of 
academic freedom at Providence 
College. The administration holds the 
Vagina Monologues performances on 
campus in violation of the College’s 
Mission Statement. So where does the 
cutting edge of classroom academic 
freedom clash with the Mission 
Statement?
Academic freedom and the College’s 
Mission Statement are both concepts 
open to widely varying interpretations. 
The Mission Statement does not 
explicitly limit anything on campus, but 
rather expresses goals in the positive 
terms of a commitment to “fostering 
academic excellence through the 
sciences and humanities,” [and] 
providing] a variety of opportunities for
May 2002 
Dean of Undergraduate Students Rev. Mark P. Nowel, O P.
Vice President of Academic Administration Dr. Thomas Canavan
Over the past semester I have been enrolled in Jim Moorhead’s Sociology of the Family (SOC 
301) class. I took this class with only the knowledge provided in the undergraduate catalog:
This course discusses family patterns and process in selected societies. Uniformities and variations 
in structures are considered. The family is analyzed as a social institution and as a form of intimate 
behavior. Various alternatives to the family are explored, and issues related to human sexuality and 
gender role behavior are examined.
This class is far from any course discussion of a family patterns or structural concepts. It is designed 
to shock the student while destroying the fundamental elements of a Catholic Education at Providence 
College. Of the many things I have learned in Jim’s class, not once was the “typical” family looked 
upon with so much as an accepting eyes. In fact, this is what.l have gathered from Sociology of the 
Family:
— Everyone should be married “as soon as possible to get over that whole bull—t idea of love” we 
carry with us. It was repeatedly stated that marriages are meant to end in divorce.
— Adultery is an integral part of any marriage. In fact. The New Other Woman, a required text by 
Laurel Richardson is written expressly to provide justification for extramarital affairs.
— Men should “never waste good p—y.” The can freely take any opportunity to have sex with a 
woman.
— Jim stated that any students or friends of students looking for a little “older grandfatherly action” 
should “ stop by his office.” We were warned that bringing this to the attention of the Dean's 
office would not go unpunished.
— Religion, specifically Catholicism is “patriarchal bull—t.” Organized religion is designed to 
oppress and to create hatred among different religions, races, classes, genders, and sexualities.
— Providence College makes it their mission to hire “the best Catholic” rather than the best applicant 
when hiring new professors. This is done with the express intent of discriminating against those 
of the Jewish faith.
— We are required to watch movies, which go far beyond the boundaries of “sexuality and gender­
role behavior.” A summary of each movie, gathered from amazon.com is included. I find it 
insulting that we would be forced to watch a movie in which “children are used as running 
gags, or worse, the means to an end” for sexual desire.
— The Personal Counseling Center at Providence College is “not to be trusted” as it is run by the 
administration. The counselors are more concerned with covering up sexual abuse on campus 
than dealing with a rape victim.
— Jim feels that no matter what goes on in his classroom he will not receive any form of discipline 
because he has reached tenure status. Although there have been complaints made about him in 
the past they have not led to any action because of his secure job position.
— Any student who chooses to attend Providence College has made a mistake. They will be forced 
to live in a bubble that hides what goes on in the real world.
On the first day of class we were told that the first week would be used to “scare” some people out 
of the course. Jim used profane words and went into detail about sexual acts to achieve this goal. 
However, his scare tactic did not end after the first week, it simply becomes the framework for his 
teaching. His vocabulary extends beyond the typical profanity of a teenage boy or perverted old 
man...
— 4G Sex - get on, get in, get off, get out
— Pole in the Hole Sex - the form of intercourse married couples are destined to perform
— In-depth descriptions of oral sex
— Justification for anal oral sex complete with a pamphlet circulated containing diagrams and 
instructions
— The words p—y, c—t, and d—k were used instead of proper terms for genitalia
— Sex was typically referred to as “f—ing”
Jim is always sure to collect our exams after handing them out after they are graded. In fact, it is 
his policy that any unretumed exams will be given a failing grade. It seems that he does not want the 
exams circulating on campus because of their content. This is also the case with the videos. They are 
not on the syllabus because of the topics they cover. This letter is not written by a bigot who does not 
want homosexuality taught in the classroom, or a close-minded individual who cannot see any lifestyle 
but a married one. Rather, 1 am concerned that the values so integral to a Providence College education 
are absent in this class. Jim Moorhead’s class goes far beyond the lines of a liberal teacher trying to 
open the minds of students...! find Jim offensive on a daily basis.... He clearly has no respect for 
Providence College, its administration, or the students that are delighted to attend this institution. His 
demeanor, vocabulary, class content, and personal lifestyle are not at all inline with expectations I 
have of a professor here 1 can only hope that I am able to open your eyes to this problem as I have no 
doubt that you have never before been fully aware of the situation. Jim does a great deal of damage 
control for himself by threatening his students with their grades should they choose to question his 
practices. Please call me when you have reviewed this information, I would be happy to discuss this 
matter with you further.
intellectual, social, moral and spiritual 
growth in a supportive environment.” 
The paragraph that specifically addresses 
the educational goals and values of the 
College reads, “The College actively 
cultivates intellectual, spiritual, ethical 
and aesthetic values within the context 
of the Judaeo-Christian heritage. These 
values are nurtured by the unique 
tradition of the Dominican Order which 
emphasizes quality teaching and 
scholarship.”
The College’s statement on academic 
freedom in the Faculty Handbook reads, 
“The faculty member is entitled to 
freedom in the classroom in discussing 
his/her subject, but he/she should be 
careful not to introduce into his/her 
teaching controversial matter which has 
no relation to his/her subject.” The 
American Association of University 
Professors academic freedom statement, 
on which the PC version is based, was 
clarified in 1970: “Limitations of 
academic freedom because of religious 
or other aims of the institution should 
be clearly stated in writing at the time of 
the appointment.”
Providence College academic 
administrators say that, in accordance 
with academic freedom, a professor has 
every right to discuss views contrary to 
the mission of the College. On the other 
hand, a professor violates the Mission 
Statement, according to the College, 
when he or she outright and absolutely 
advocates views contrary to the 
College’s mission. The line, in other 
words, is a line between objective 
presentation and outright advocacy. Fr. 
Nowel offered his perspective as a 
biology professor and dean, “A number 
of professors are walking a fine line with 
respect to professing their beliefs in 
academic freedom and embracing 
Providence College’s Mission 
Statement. A number of professors say 
things that may offend students. For 
example, in my biology courses, if I talk 
about evolution, I may offend people 
who have a fundamentalist view of 
sacred scripture. And I need to be 
sensitive to that. On the other hand, 
believing in evolution as I do, I need to 
reflect on whether teachings about 
evolution are opposed to the Mission 
Statement of Providence College. They 
are, in fact, not opposed, but quite 
compatible, so I believe I’m on solid 
ground there.” Specific to Moorhead’s 
courses, Nowel said, “I haven’t sat in on 
[his] courses, so I don’t know what he 
says. I know what students say he says. 
If what he’s discussing in classes run 
counter to his employer’s mission 
statement, I’d be concerned and I’d 
conclude that he’s going beyond 
academic freedom in those instances.”
Canavan argued that academia is 
quite free in the classroom. “There is 
nothing in the College’s Mission 
Statement which limits the subject 
matter that can be objectively and 
intellectually discussed in any 
classroom. The issue is advocacy and 
whether the advocacy is for a lifestyle
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Contested races for the Congress class elections
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Class Representative
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Class Representative
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LIBRARY HOURS — EASTER RECESS
Wednesday, April 16..................... 8 a.m — 10 p.m.
Thursday, April 17................8:30 a.m. — 4:30 p.m.
Friday, Apri 18..........................................CLOSED
Saturday, April 19.....................................CLOSED
Sunday, April 20.......................................CLOSED
Monday, April 21.......................8:30 a.m. —1 a.m.
ATTENTION: OFF CAMPUS STUDENTS
Do you have an apartment you need to 
sublet for the summer?
Do you need to rent an apartment for the summer? 
If the answer is “Yes,” the Off-Campus Living Office 
would like to help you.
Please stop by the office and fill out a
“Needs Roommate” or “Needs Apartment” card.
We are located in Slavin 306, office hours are 8:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday.
If you have any questions, please call 865-2420
NOTICE TO STUDENTS
Any students not living on campus for the 2003-2004 
academic year must declare whether they are com­
muting or living off campus. Permission forms and 
address cards are nw available to be filled out. Infor­
mation must be updated each year. You may stop by 
the Off-Campus Living Office, Slavin 306, to obtain 
the appropriate forms. Office hours are 8:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday.
If you have any questions, please call 865-2420
A Message from the President-elect of the 54th Congress:
Fellow Students,
■ ♦
This Wednesday, April 9, Student Congress class officer 
elections will be held in Raymond Cafeteria and Lower Slavin. I 
ask you to vote and take a proactive role in the future of your 
class and Providence College. While you have all been here at 
least a year, it is important that you know the role of your Student 
Congress, how it will serve you, and that you are crucial in 
making the students’ voice heard.
The Student Congress is the chief mode of communication 
between the student body and the administration. The 
organization meets weekly to debate campus-wide issues, and to 
arrive at potential solutions to these problems. Your nine class 
officers for next year will represent your class by ensuring that 
your concerns are brought to the floor. Outside of these general 
meetings, each elected official serves on a number of 
congressional committees and sub-committees that deal 
specifically with areas of periodic concern throughout Providence 
College. Additionally, your officers are responsible for planning 
a number of class-unifying events like junior and senior nights, 
barbecues, and formals.
When you vote this Wednesday, I urge you to choose the most 
qualified and responsible individual for each position. Your vote 
gives the elected official the power to represent you and your 
class’s needs. Good luck in your choice, and I offer 
congratulations in advance on voting, and taking another step to 
further your involvement at Providence College.
Sincerely, 
Andrea Essner 
54th Student Congress Executive President
Stefanie Terentiuk '05
Class Representative
Ann Royals ’05
Class Representative
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Candidates for Congress class elections announced
Only the presidential race for the Class 
of 2005 is contested; junior, freshman 
candidates run unopposed
Weber, like Aspero, is currently the 
President of his class. Next year, his 
focus is on planning the Sophomore 
Outdoor Ball and appointing a Junior 
Ring Weekend Core Committee. He also 
wants to, “continue to recognize the un­
der appreciated at PC.”
Weber said his experience this year 
has helped him to learn how to accom­
plish his goals. “I feel that I am poised 
to continue my driven and ambitious 
agenda for making the 2003-2004 aca­
demic year one of complete success and 
utmost productivity for the graduating 
Class of 2006,” he said.
With both Aspero and Weber running 
unopposed, the Class of 2005 has the 
only contested presidential race, with 
three people vying for the position. 
George Catrambone ’05, Jen Wray ’05, 
and Courtney Howard ’05 all hope to 
become President of the Class of 2005.
Catrambone, the incumbent, said his 
accomplishments this year are demon­
strative of his qualifications for the po­
sition. “Introducing soap and paper 
towel legislation, organizing the first 
event on the Quad in three years, the 
addition of the ping pong table at 
McPhail’s, and my close work with Jun­
ior Ring Weekend Core Committee are 
some of the objectives that I was able to 
contribute to the Class of 2005,” he said.
If elected, one of the issues 
Catrambone hopes to focus on is safety 
on campus. “Safety is a big issue for 
me,” he said. “I intend to work hard for 
a strong relationship between the class 
and the city to ensure that we feel pro­
tected on our own college grounds.”
Wray, who is currently the vice presi­
dent of the sophomore class, said that if 
she is elected, she will focus on class 
unity. “I’ve been vice president for the 
past two years and I’d like to expand my 
role as a class leader,” she said. “ I want 
to work on class unity and have more 
class events.”
Howard, the current treasurer of the 
Class of 2005 and a former class repre-
sentative, also hopes to promote class
unity. “If elected, I plan on organizing 
more fun ways to unify our class, from
Junior Nights in McPhail’s to class trips 
into NYC and Boston,” she said.
She also said that her goal will be to 
make sure all the students’ voices are 
heard. “I want to make sure everyone
www.TheCowl .COM
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[Counterclockwise from top right]: 
Jennifer Wray ’05, Courtney 
Howard ’05, and incumbent George 
Catrambone ’05. All three are 
candidates for president of 
the class of 2005.
gets involved,” she said. “I want every­
one to be heard.”
Elections will take place on Wednes­
day, April 9, 2003, from 9:30 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m. Freshmen and sophomores can 
cast their ballots in Raymond Cafeteria, 
while juniors vote in Slavin Center.
Better Ingredients - Better Pizza
FASTER DELIVERY
Welcome Back Friars!
353-7774
Asian American club presents...
Asian Expo 2.003:
Only 
$5.99!!!
Large 
Cheese 
Pizza!
Free 
Cinnapie 
Get a 
Free 
Cinnapie 
with the 
purchase 
of any 
large 
pizza at 
regular 
price
2 
Large 
for 
$9.98
2 Large 
Cheese 
Pizzas 
Only 
$9.98
Pizza & 
Wings
1 Large 
Cheese
Pizza & 
our 
boneless 
chicken 
strips for 
Only $9.99
The Asian Mosaic
Use any Ronzios or Domino’s coupon and get our great pizza.
We honor most competitor coupons
By Stephanie Barkus ’05
News Staff
Posters up around campus, candy 
being handed out in front of Raymond 
Cafeteria, and people campaigning door- 
to-door in the dorms means one thing: 
it’s time for Student Congress elections 
at Providence College.
Yet for two of the 
presidential candi­
dates, these campaign 
activities will not be
STUDENT
CONGRESS
necessary. Both Sarah 
Aspero ’04, President of the Class of 
2004, and Matt Weber ’06, President of 
the Class of 2006, are running unop­
posed.
Aspero is the current president of the 
junior class and also served as class rep­
resentative during her freshman and 
sophomore years. She said she helped 
her class accomplish much this year, in­
cluding Junior Ring Weekend, an alco­
hol-free junior night at the beginning of 
the year, two fundraisers, and a recom­
mendation to the faculty about library 
renovations.
Next year, Aspero said she wants to 
focus on senior-oriented events, includ­
ing many senior nights and possibly a 
service project in which the entire class 
can become involved. “Hopefully we’ll 
have a few fundraisers to add money to 
the account to spend on commence­
ment.” she said.
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Routes: Vary from beginner to intense
continued from front page
it is time for a run. “The gym is always 
so crowded and now that the weather is 
nice, it’s so much easier to just run 
outside,” says Liz Delulis ’05.
One such route brings you to a quiet 
residential area on the Pleasant Valley 
Parkway. “The Pleasant Valley Parkway 
gives you a nice change from the city 
scene,” says Monica Fanesi ’05. 
Leaving the front gates of campus and 
heading left down River Ave. brings you 
to the parkway, which is a loop with a 
small flat park in the middle of the road 
and an unlikely creek running through 
it. There is also a dirt path providing an 
alternative to the usual pavement found 
most other places. Doing the total loop 
and returning to campus is two-and-a 
quarter miles.
A similar distance, two-and-three 
quarters miles, is what many call the 
“Shaw’s loop.” This route brings you 
north of campus to Gentian Ave. and 
loops back to campus via Admiral St. A 
bonus — you can even stop at Shaw’s to 
pick up snacks for later. “This is a good 
run because it’s different than the usual 
run around campus and Gentian Ave. 
isn’t normally too busy normally,” says
Delulis.
Others might be looking for a more 
challenging run. Tom Gear ’05, member 
of the PC cross country team and track 
and field team, says, “If we’re feeling 
lazy we run the quick three mile ‘chick 
loop’ to Gentian Ave. A more scenic 
place to run is the golf course near RIC.” 
A six-mile run from the front gates of 
campus can be found by running up 
Smith St. and looping around Rhode 
Island College and the Triggs Memorial 
Golf Course. This route is filled with 
hills, but with every uphill eventually 
comes a downhill.
It is always best to run together, and 
Gear warns about watching for “sketchy 
characters” after 5 p.m. Running on the 
city streets requires a certain degree of 
tenacity, between the occasional 
comments of people in passing cars to 
the array of objects that can sometimes 
be found blocking the sidewalks. Gear 
says, “The thing we dislike the most are 
the ignorant Rhode Island drivers and 
residents who like to yell things about 
‘short shorts’ or who like to say ‘run, 
Forrest, run’.”
Whatever the desired route or 
mileage, there are a variety of 
possibilities out there. Happy running!
[Above and Right]: Maps of some possible running routes through the Smith 
Hill neighborhood and downtown Providence.
Graphics by MARY VOTAVA '05
Skin Cancer Screening Clinic
University Dermatology, Inc. 
Friday, April 11, 2003 
9 a.m. - 1 p.m. Slavin Center 129 
By appointment only 
Please call the Student Health Office 
at ext. 2422
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Mission Statement: Conflict with academic freedom?
continued from page 5
or an action that is clearly and directly 
counter to the mission and objectives of 
the College.”
Since the College’s annual contracts 
for faculty contain an affirmation of the 
Mission Statement, Canavan assumes 
faculty members are following the 
statement. “Every faculty member every 
year affirms that he accepts the Mission 
and objectives of the College [in annual 
contracts with that affirmation], ...And 
I am unaware of any member of the 
faculty refusing to sign that contract 
which contains that affirmation.”
As a faculty member, Faculty Senate 
President and Professor of Sociology Dr. 
Hugh Lena takes a similar approach to 
academic freedom. “Academic freedom 
is not a freedom from, but a freedom for 
students and faculty together to pursue 
truth,” Lena said, “The Mission 
Statement and objectives bind academic 
freedom if a faculty member were to take 
a position at odds with the teachings of 
the Church and the Mission Statement, 
propounding their view as the absolute 
truth, without the opportunity for 
dissent.”
Students disagree whether the sex
"------------------------------------------
Academic freedom is not a 
freedom from, but a freedom for 
students and faculty together to 
pursue truth.
Professor Hugh Lena 
-----------------------------------------" 
classes advocate anything. Most 
students interviewed agreed that 
Moorhead is very open to dissent in the 
classroom, and that all views and 
lifestyles are presented equally. “He’s not 
trying to force people to change their 
opinions,” Brian Colleran said. While 
Moorhead critically examines students’ 
opinions, “He’ll ask questions about 
what you said, and by,the time he gets 
to the bottom of what you said, he’ll 
express his own opinion but won’t make 
a value judgment of good or bad,” 
Colleran explained. “He may suggest 
something that works for him or works 
for others.”
Daley did not find the atmosphere so 
free. “In a class where sex is going to 
be openly discussed, there are certain 
assumptions along with that. It is implied 
there are certain views and that you’re 
at least open to considering these habits 
and being more promiscuous... [and] that 
you take a very free perspective on 
sexuality as a person. It’s hypocritical 
to say the class is truly open because I 
think there’s a strong underlying 
assumption that students are people open
College Mission Statement
Providence College is a primarily 
undergraduate, liberal arts. Catholic 
institution of higher education. Commit­
ted to fostering academic excellence 
through the sciences and humanities, the 
College provides a variety of opportuni­
ties for intellectual, social, moral and 
spiritual growth in a supportive environ­
ment.
The College actively cultivates 
intellectual, spiritual, ethical and aesthetic 
values within the context of the Judaeo- 
Christian heritage. These values are 
nurtured by the unique tradition of the 
Dominican Order which emphasizes 
quality teaching and scholarship. 
Providence College recognizes the 
unity of the human family that proceeds 
from its one Creator. It therefore 
encourages the deepest respect for the 
essential dignity, freedom and equality of 
every person and welcomes qualified 
women and men from all religious, racial 
and ethnic backgrounds. Providence 
College prepares its students to be 
responsible and productive citizens 
to serve in their own society.
to sexual experimentation.”
Mary argued that she had an objective 
look at sexuality. “I never felt judged 
for being Catholic,” she said, “There are 
a lot of things he agrees and disagrees 
with, but I don’t feel like he shot down 
my beliefs.” In regard to the sexual 
content of Moorhead’s courses, she said, 
“Many people misinterpret that he 
preaches carefree sex, but what we 
discuss is the difference between 
genders, how they act, and how to 
interact.” According to Mary, he teaches 
“if you’re unhappy, make yourself 
happy,” that divorce happens, partners 
do stray, and he “acknowledges” 
matrimony and other lifestyles. Again, 
she emphasized that she has not received 
“lessons in carefree sex, but just be aware 
it’s happening. Know how to protect 
yourself.” Her objections? “I think it’s 
crossing the line for students to come in 
and share what you did last weekend.”
Jacqueline Oswald came away 
knowing Dr. Moorhead’s theories on 
marriage and sexuality. “He doesn’t 
believe in marriage. He says men need a 
maid, and then constant sexual partners. 
He suggested women take on that 
attitude as well.” Racheal D’ Ambrosia 
objected to the depiction of marriage and 
sexuality. “Marriage is presented as 
something to be done young and gotten 
over with... .He encouraged students to 
hook up with each other because of the 
advanced sexual knowledge gained from 
the course... .He talked about his affairs 
and said that was better sex than 
marriage. I shouldn’t know things that 
in depth about a professor.” Megan 
Kearns had a similar understanding. “He 
made it clear that he didn’t agree with 
marriage. He did not see it as a plausible 
way for men and women to spend their 
lives.”
Daley “was troubled” by a 
philosophy he found restricting. “I was 
troubled that, as is often the case with 
sex education], abstinence is never 
mentioned in any depth as a sound 
alternative. There’s a definite class ethos 
in that sex is understood as something 
that can and maybe should be done 
recreationally. It seems somewhat 
reactionary to traditional Catholic mores 
or values.”
Still, Kearns did not see Moorhead’s 
expression of opinions as advocacy. “I 
wouldn’t say he was promoting or not 
promoting his views.” Rather, she 
suggested that the question of advocacy 
was a personal one. “It’s so personal 
what you take out of the class. For me it 
was eye-opening in the sense that it 
doesn’t necessarily teach you that 
Catholic morals are wrong, but if those 
are your beliefs, it may strengthen them.”
Academic latitude with a Catholic twist
Any discussion of academic freedom 
and the sex classes will be in terms of 
Providence College’s presentation of 
Catholicism.
The accreditation process requires 
that the College extend its faculty and 
students a certain level of academic 
freedom, but the school has its strong 
beliefs and will stand by them. As the 
only college in the country run by the 
Dominican Friars, it is the intellectual 
and faithful standard-bearer for an 
orthodox order of the Catholic Church, 
a matter of pride for most College 
officials.
Still, professors are welcome to their 
beliefs and to express them, as evidenced 
by the frequent political activism of late 
and open criticism of policy in the 
Faculty Senate. Rev. John F. 
Providence College
School of Continuing Education
Need to build credit?
Stick Around 
And Study
Summer School
When: Session 1
May 27th- June 12th 
Session 2
June 23th-July 31st
Time: 6-9PM
For further information call
(401) 865-2487 
or email
ssilva@provi dence.edu 
check out our website: 
www.providence.edu/sce
Cunningham, O.P., Tenth College 
President, said that during his tenure 
from 1985 to 1994, he “never received 
an official or unofficial complaint from 
a professor that the school had abridged 
his academic freedom.” Dr. Canavan 
said that in his six and a half years at the 
College, “The issue of academic freedom 
in any course has never been brought to 
my attention. That is, no faculty member 
has ever said to me, ‘I feel the identity 
of the College impinges on me in some 
way.’” Faculty Senate President Hugh 
Lena, in his experience, said, “I’ve never 
felt as if my academic freedom was 
infringed upon.”
Oversight at the College level, 
Canavan said, is hands-off by the very 
nature of academia. “We have literally 
many hundreds of courses in disciplines 
far beyond the expertise of any single 
individual.”
The sex classes’ place within the 
Mission Statement draws disagreement 
from students interviewed. For Brian 
Colleran, while the course does not fit 
the “Catholic part” of the Mission 
Statement, “[It] taught me to be a better 
person, and more understanding about 
sexual issues.” Racheal D’Ambrosia 
found that the course’s negatives 
outweighed their positives, but hoped 
there could be another way to address 
the void in the curriculum. “There are a 
lot of ways to learn about these things,” 
D’Ambrosia said, “Why do I have to sit 
through Jim Moorhead’s class to learn 
about what’s going on on campus?” 
Megan Kearns said the course did not 
explicitly advocate the Mission 
Statement, but that it still has its value. 
“Obviously it didn’t promote Catholic 
values. It promotes learning, but not in 
the context of a liberal arts institution. 
It’s worthwhile in the catalog of 
Providence College.”
—With contributions from Mark M. 
Balas ’03
PSO/CMC SPONSORS
THE FOLLOWING EVENTS...
FRIDAY, APRIL 4th 
PASTA WITH PADRES
Come eat a free dinner with the Domincans of PC.
Call x2216 to sign up!
HOMELESS KIT DRIVE 
runs through April 10th
Please help out by purchasing any toiletry item 
(shampoo, disposable razors, toothpaste, toothbrush, soap, pocket 
combs, Kleenex, Band-aids, moist towelettes, and deoderant) 
and drop them off at the Chaplain’s office in the bottom of 
St. Dominic Chapel.
TUESDAY, APRIL 15th
SPECIAL OLYMPICS SWIM MEET
5:30 - 8:30 p.m. in the pool in Peterson. If you are interested in 
volunteering, please contact Mary at x3070 or e-mail her at 
mallie05@providence.edu
TABS FOR TOTS
PSO is still collecting can tabs. There are collection tins outside 
every trash room and at the Slavin Information Desk. Your 
contributions are appreciated.
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Coalition destroys Iraqi elite force, Republican Guard
Road to Baghdad cleared for ground forces to target regime
by Sarah Long ’04 
World Editor
Two weeks into the war with Iraq, 
coalition forces have broken Iraq’s line 
of defense around Baghdad and the heart 
of Saddam’s regime. The air attacks on 
the Republican Guard, Iraq’s elite force 
surrounding Baghdad, were intended to 
weaken them enough for the coalition’s 
ground forces to enter the capital city. 
The destruction of the Republican 
Guard’s formidable barrier opens up an 
avenue for the First Marine Force, offi­
cials say.
Now, after contending with guerrilla 
fighters, suicide attacks, sandstorms, and 
precarious supply lines, the coalition can 
focus on their primary mission: regime 
change.
“The dagger is clearly pointed at the 
heart of the regime and will remain 
pointed at it until the regime is gone,” 
Brig. Gen. Vince Brooks said Wednes­
day. “When it’s time to be applied fur­
ther, it will be applied further.”
Though the war has reached a cru­
cial point, officials maintain that the war 
will not be over soon. “Decisive phases 
often take time,” said Air Marshall Brian 
Burridge of the 101st division.
"We need to proceed with great deli­
cacy in Baghdad as we did in Basra,” he 
said. “We don't want to cause any more 
damage to the place than is necessary and 
we certainly don't want to add to civil­
ian casualties."
In Basra, the British surrounded the 
city and staged quick strikes to the cen-
ter of the city. Using this tactic, Burridge 
says, the coalition can destroy Saddam’s 
regime and minimize civilian casualties 
and damage to the city’s infrastructure.
Perhaps the biggest danger for ground 
troops entering Baghdad is the possibil­
New Zealand Herald
NY Times
Plumes of 
smoke 
rise from 
a Repub­
lican 
Guard 
palace in 
Baghdad
ity of a chemical attack by Iraqi fight­
ers, said Vincent Brooks of the Central 
Command in Qatar.
It is unclear at this time whether 
Saddam and his two sons are alive and 
healthy. In pretaped videos of Saddam 
speaking to Iraq, he has not mentioned 
anything that has happened since the war 
started, leading som officials to believe 
that was he killed in the first strike two 
weeks ago.
However, Central Command has re­
ceived intelligence reports that Saddam 
met with his sons this week. Shortly 
thereafter, coalition planes bombed on 
of his palaces.
The UK forces recently reported that 
they have found Saddam’s torture cen­
ter in al-Khasib in central Iraq.
Though the Republican Guard is no 
longer effective, the pro-Saddam mili­
tia, Fedayeen, is still active in Najaf, 
about 100 miles south of Baghdad. “We 
will destroy them,” said Lieutenant 
Colonel Chris Holden.
Still, Iraqi troops are using tactics that 
make it hard for the coalition to defeat 
them. There are reports of Iraqi soldiers 
dressing as civilians to avoid being shot 
at. Also, troops have fired shots from a 
mosque in Najaf. The U.S. decided not 
to fire back, which would destroy the 
historical site.
Meanwhile, British Prime Minister 
Tony Blair warns the House of Com­
mons that Iraqi forces will destroy 
shrines and blame it on the U.S. This 
was “precisely what Saddam did in 
1991,”he asserted. I would like to em­
phasize to the House and to the wider 
Arab and Muslim world that we are do­
ing everything we can to protect these 
sites and shrines.”
Sources: NY. Times, Arab World News, 
New Zealand Herald
Anger, cynicism predominant in many Arab communities
by Matt Sullivan ’06 
World Staff
Since the beginning of the U.S. led 
war in Iraq, which began two weeks 
ago, the response in the Arab world has 
been largely negative. Many in the 
Arab world believe the United States 
has no concern for the people in Iraq 
and are only acting to protect both Is­
rael and their oil interests.
There have been large demonstra­
tions against the United States and 
some in support of Saddam I Iussein in 
Yemen, Jordan, Egypt, and Bahrain, 
which were largely peaceful and do not 
appear to be threatening the stability 
of each nation’s regime. Before the war 
began, opponents of the Bush 
administration’s policy warned that a 
war in Iraq could lead to massive up­
heavals in the so-called “Arab Street” 
which could bring down pro-Western 
governments in Egypt, Saudi Arabia, 
and Jordan.
Images of civilian casualties broad­
cast on Arab satellite television net­
work, al-Jazeera, were a cause of some 
of these angry protests in Arab coun­
tries. The civilians were killed after two 
instances when bombs hit residential 
areas in Baghdad. Combined, the 
bombs killed 72 people. Newspapers 
across the Arab world called it a mas­
sacre and said it showed the United 
States did not care about the Iraqi 
people. A Syrian man said, “Those pic­
tures have showed that America’s war 
is not only against the Iraqi regime and 
the Iraqi army, but also
BBC
War protesters in Egypt share anti­
war sentiments and hail Saddam
against the Iraqi children and 
elderly. How can we trust them now?” 
United States leaders denied that they 
bombed the market and said that it was 
launched by the Iraqi military. U.S offi­
cials said they have been very careful not 
to bomb near civilian areas.
CNN
A Turkish demonstrator chants anti­
U.S. slogans during a protest outside 
of the Foreign Ministry building in 
Ankara on Wednesday before the 
arrival of U.S. Secretary of State 
Colin Powell.
There have also been reports of 
thousands of Arabs who want to defend 
Iraq against the American invasion. In 
Jordan some 5,000 to 6,000 Iraqi expa­
triates have attempted to return to Iraq 
to fight the United States. A spokesman 
for the Iraqi military said that “4,000 Ar­
abs” are already in who would be will­
ing to carry out suicide attacks against 
coalition forces. A suicide attack over 
the weekend killed four American ser­
vicemen although it was believed to be 
Iraqis who carried out the attack.
The response of Arab politi­
cal leaders has been highly critical 
of the United States policy. President 
Hosni Mubarak of Egypt said the war 
would produce “100 more bin Ladens 
afterward.” Similarly, the govern­
ments in Saudi Arabia and Qatar, 
which two longtime U.S. allies, have 
voiced public opposition to the war. 
Kuwait is the only Arab country to 
publicly support the war. Since many 
of their governments oppose the war, 
people in the Arab world have come 
to blame the United States and not 
their governments for the war. Ac­
cording to the Saudi Arabian minis­
ter of water, “People are angry, but 
they identify the government as be­
ing one with them in their anger.” 
However, the U.S. has indicated that 
some countries are giving support to 
the war although not publicly. Many 
believe this to mean that some coun­
tries in the Arab world oppose pub­
licly but a secretly providing coali­
tion forces with logistical support.
The Bush administration has tried 
to respond to these critics by putting 
Colin Powell on al-Jazeera for an in­
terview to present the American per­
spective and by pouring in humani­
tarian aid to Iraq. They hope this will 
mollify opposition from Arabs to the 
war and allow them to be viewed as 
l iberators and not conquerors in Iraq.
Sources: MSNBC, BBC
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Humanitarian aid underway in Iraq
by Danica Pecirep ’04
World Staff
Concerns for the people of the war 
torn country of Iraq led the United Na­
tions to appeal for $2.2 billion in emer­
gency aid on Friday. Donations have al­
ready come from the United States ($60 
million), from Britain ($12.7 million), 
from Germany ($6.46 million), from 
Spain ($1.6 million), and from New 
Zealand ($565,000). Australia has also 
donated 100 tons of wheat.
On Sunday U.S. General Tommy 
Franks announced that the entire Iraqi 
coastline had been secured for humani­
tarian aid shipments and additionally 
most Iraqi’s are thought to have four to 
seven weeks of supplies on hand that 
they stocked-up prior to the war. How­
ever, given the fact that about 60 per­
cent of Iraqis were dependent on gov­
ernment rations before the war began and 
that many regions are still unsafe for aid 
to enter, major humanitarian concerns 
exist.
In Northern Iraq some aid has already 
begun to move in. On Saturday, The 
World Food Program sent 85 tons of 
powdered milk into the region from Tur­
key, and announced that by Wednesday 
1, 100 tons of wheat flour will arrive 
from the southeastern city of Gaziantep.
In Southern Iraq the situation has 
been more complex. Coalition forces 
must first work to clear the Khor 
Abdallah channel of boat-sinking mines. 
This is the channel that leads from the 
Persian Gulf to the port of Umm Qasr, 
the city coalition forces hope to estab-
BBC
By sea: Food and supplies from the U.S. and European countries arrives in 
Umm Qasar, Iraq.
By air: American Sea Knight helicopters distribute supplies to an airbase in 
Jalibah in central Iraq.
lish as the main center for distributing 
humanitarian relief.
Speaking on this situation, Royal 
Navy Cmdr. Brian Mair, one of the of­
ficers heading up the mine-clearing ef­
forts said, “There is still a lot of work to 
do. If you don’t want to make mistakes 
and accidents to happen, you have to be 
slow and methodical.”
He further explained that the chan-
BBC
Aid arrives in Jalibah and Umm
Qasar
nel will not be considered safe until 90% 
of the mines have been cleared and that 
at this time mine clearing ships, sled 
dragging helicopters, and specially 
trained dolphins are being used to clear 
the water.
The one ship that did dock in Umm 
Qasr on Friday carried 200 tons of emer­
gency supplies including water, food, 
blankets, and medical kits. Yet aid work­
ers say this was but a “drop in the ocean” 
compared to what is needed. Fortunately, 
by Monday a pipeline had begun deliv­
ering fresh water to Um Qasr from Ku­
wait. However, most relief vessels ready 
to move across the border continue to be 
held back due to security concerns.
Sources: NBC, CNN, BBC, CBS
Suicide attack forced a deadly crackdown
by Michael Speight ’03 
World Staff
Four American soldiers from the 1st 
Brigade, 3rd Infantry Division were 
killed by an apparent Iraqi suicide 
bomber this past weekend. The attack 
occurred at a roadblock near Najaf where 
I the soldiers ordered a taxi to stop and 
then began to search it. The bomb ap­
parently went off when the driver opened 
the trunk. The driver and an Iraqi pass­
erby were killed as well.
The blast took the lives of Private First 
Class Michael Russell Creighton- 
Weldon, 20, Corporal Michael Curtin, 
33, Private First Class Diego Fernando 
Rincon, and Sergeant Eugene Williams, 
24. Suicide bombings had been used 
against American military targets before, 
most notably in Beirut and against the 
U.S.S. Cole.
The soldiers’ squad leader, Staff Ser­
geant Chad Uquhart, witnessed the at­
tack. “I just lost four of my brothers,” 
he remarked. The Iraqi in the car was 
identified by Iraqi media as an army of­
ficer named Ali Hammadi al-Namani. 
It is unknown if al-Namani was 
complicit in the attack or was unwitting. 
Moments after the attack, three more 
taxis rushed toward the American posi­
tion. All of them were destroyed by Bra­
dley fighting vehicles.
Vice President of Iraq, Taha Yassin 
Ramadan praised al-Namani, and called 
hum a martyr. He also promised more 
attacks. “Any method that stops or kills 
the enemy will be used,” he claimed. 
He also claimed that over 5,000 volun­
teers from 23 Arab nations had come to 
Iraq to seek martyrdom through suicide 
attacks against Americans.
The threat of suicide attacks has 
forced Americans to make changes in 
security, including protecting check­
points with large objects to deflect any 
potential blast. American soldiers will 
also make the owners of the vehicles 
being searched search through the cars 
instead of the soldiers. Measures like 
these had successful in Bosnia, Kosovo, 
and Afghanistan. Suicide attacks are one 
more thing Americans have to fear as the 
course of the war turns toward guerilla 
activity. “It looks and feels like terror­
ism. What it requires is units to conduct 
force-protection activities, which they’re 
prepared and do all the time,” com­
mented Major General Stanley 
McChrystal. American soldiers had ex­
pected suicide attacks, but only once they 
got closer to Baghdad and were con­
fronted with urban warfare.
These attacks have heightened the 
tension on the front lines. One day after 
the attacks, seven Iraqi women and chil­
dren were killed and two were wounded 
when the van they were in was fired on 
by American soldiers near a checkpoint. 
The van would not stop when it was ver­
bally warned or when warning shots 
were fired, or even when shots were fired 
into its engine. The occupants were not 
known when the van was fired upon. 
American soldiers were distraught when 
they discovered the mistake. Lieuten­
ant Colonel Stephen Twitty of the 3rd 
Infantry Division mentioned that the in­
cident “really hurt these soldiers in 
Bravo Company.” American soldiers 
were anxious to help the Iraqis. “I’d 
rather get out that we’re doing some 
good for the people,” said Captain 
Michael Cutler, an army doctor. A 
spokesman stated that the army is inves­
tigating the incident, but does not believe 
that the soldiers violated the rules of 
engagement.
In Kuwait later the same day, a pick­
up truck driven by a Kuwaiti rammed a 
group of American soldiers standing in 
line. None were killed, but the driver 
was shot by military police and taken 
into custody. It is not known if he had 
terrorist connections. Another incident 
in Iraq involved a deserter from the Re­
publican Guard. He attempted to run a 
roadblock, but was wounded. He indi-
NY Times
"Any method that stops or kills the 
enemy will be used," said Iraq's vice 
president, Taha Yassin Ramadan 
this week. The suicide attack at 
Najaf last weekend that killed four 
U.S. soldiers has further compli­
cated the war effort.
cated that he has lost faith in the war and 
that “whatever we have doesn’t work 
properly.”
As the war of maneuver has slowed 
down, these attacks may be an indication 
of the new direction the war is taking
Sources: New York Times, Washington 
Post
Getty Images
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Saddam: Twenty-four years of terror
by Jay Higgins ’03
World Editor 2002-2003
Many people believe that Iraq with­
out the leadership of Saddam Hussein 
could not exist. But who is this man they 
refer to as the “Anointed One?” To un­
derstand the country of Iraq, one needs 
to look no further than Saddam himself.
Saddam wakes up at three in the 
morning each day after only about four 
hours of sleep. He swims in one of his 
many pools, where water is a symbol of 
wealth and power. Hussein has a bad 
back, a slipped disc, and swimming 
helps. At the age of 65, Hussein is ob­
sessed with staying fit, for a leader must 
strike fear into his people, and the tyrant 
cannot afford to become stooped, frail, 
and gray. As a result, Hussein fights the 
aging process through methods such as 
dying his hair black and avoiding to read 
public speeches with his reading glasses 
on. Because of his back problem, 
Hussein is rarely seen or filmed walk­
ing in public because he does not want 
to show his people any sign of weakness. 
He is said to have three body doubles 
who have been surgically enhanced to 
look like him.
Saddam joined the socialist Baath 
party when he was 19. He made his mark 
three years later when he participated in 
a 1959 assassination attempt against 
Iraqi Prime Minister Abudul Karim 
Kassim. Saddam was shot in the leg dur­
ing the botched effort and fled the coun­
try for several years, first to Syria, then 
Egypt. In 1968, he helped lead the re­
volt that finally brought the Baath party 
to power under Gen. Ahmed Hassan 
Bakr. In the process, he landed the vice- 
president’s post, from which he built an 
elaborate network of secret police to root 
out dissidents. 11 years later he disposed 
Bakr and plastered the streets with 20- 
foot-high portraits of himself. These 
portraits remain today.
Shortly after taking office, he purged 
and murdered dozens of government of­
ficials suspected of disloyalty. In the 
early 1980’s he used chemical weapons 
to crush a Kurdish rebellion in northern 
Iraq. Saddam’s power struggles extended 
well beyond his country’s borders; bent 
on dominating the Muslim world, he at­
tacked neighboring countries. In 1980 he 
invaded Iran, launching an eight-year 
war that ended in stalemate.
This president-for-life spends long 
hours every day in his office. He meets 
with his ministers and generals, solicits 
their opinions, and keeps his own coun­
sel. He enjoys showing off a mastery of 
every aspect of his realm, from crop ro­
tation to nuclear fission. But these meet­
ing can be terrifying when he uses them 
to upbraid or interrogate his subordi­
nates. Often he arranges a surprise visit 
to some lower-level office or laboratory 
or factory.
He reads voraciously, on subjects 
from physics to romance, and has broad 
interests. He has a particular passion for 
both Arabic and military history. He likes 
books about great men, and he admires 
Winston Churchill, whose famous politi­
cal career is matched by his prodigious 
literary output. Saddam has written sev­
eral books himself, although many de­
scribe them as woefully amateurish. 
Saddam likes to watch TV, monitoring 
the Iraqi stations he controls and also 
CNN, Sky, al-Jazeera and the BBC. He 
enjoys movies, particularly those involv­
ing intrigue, assignation, and conspiracy, 
such as The Day of the Jackal, The Con­
versation, and Enemy of the State. He is 
also known to have enjoyed The Godfa­
ther series.
In August of 1990, he invaded the oil 
sheikdom of Kuwait, causing then Presi­
dent George Bush to claim, “We’re deal­
ing with Hitler revisited,” when refer­
ring to Saddam. When the United States 
began to attack, Hussein refused to be­
come intimidated. He proposed captur­
ing U.S. soldiers and tying them up 
around Iraqi tanks, using them as human 
shields. “The Americans will never fire 
on their soldiers,” he said triumphantly.
Saddam Hussein will be remembered 
most for his cruelty. According to one 
estimate, in the third and fourth years of 
Saddam’s formal rule (1981-1982), more 
than 3,000 Iraqis were executed. His son 
Most in 
the 
interna­
tional 
commu­
nity 
believe 
that 
Saddam 
Hussein 
uses fear 
to stay 
in power 
as th 
ruthless 
dictator 
of Iraq.
Uday once boasted to a childhood play­
mate that he and his brother, Qusay, had 
been taken to prisons by their father to 
witness torture and executions- to 
toughen them up for “the difficult tasks 
ahead.”
This week, we no longer know 
whether Saddam is dead or alive. Ac­
cording to a broadcast issued on 
Wednesday, Hussein released a state­
ment claiming, “Victory is at hand.” 
Saddam did not appear in person, and 
there was no way to verify if any of the 
statements actually came from the Iraqi 
leader.
Saddam is a wishful thinker. This, 
ultimately, is why Saddam will fail. His 
cruelty has created great waves of ha­
tred and fear, and it has also isolated him. 
However, this is not to say he will not 
go down without a fight. Saddam will 
never “give up” and the only way to 
overthrow him is to kill him. The United 
States knows this, and the importance 
of Hussein to his country of Iraq, but 
have not determined whether the 
“Anointed One” still leads his country 
today.
Sources: AP, CNN, The Atlantic
Come talk to us about your future in
Healthcare & Human Services!
Highlights out- 
Iraq 
Hundreds killed in Bolivia
A landslide in Boliva on Monday 
buried about 400 homes in a 100 yard 
radius, killing and injuring hundreds 
of residents who were in their homes 
at the time.
Bolivian officials believe the di­
saster was caused by a mining opera­
tion at Pucaloma Mountain when 
rocks were loosened.
Source: BBC
SARS victims quarantined
World Health Organization expert 
Dr. Hitoshi Oshitani says that there 
has been unexplained transmissions 
of the deadly pnemonia called Severe 
Acute Respitory Syndrom (SARS), 
and is more contagious than Ebola. 
Quarantine camps have been estab­
lished in Hong Kong in an effort to 
prevent the disease from''spreading 
further. 63 people have died from 
SARS, and 1,800 have been infected.
Source: BBC
Affirmative action 
revisisted
Lawyers representing dissapointed 
white applicants to the University of 
Michigan Law School began 
arguements in the U.S. Supreme 
Court on Wednesday. Opponents of 
the 25-year policy argue that taking 
minorities with weaker qualifications 
over whites with better ones is un­
constitutional.
Justice Anthony M. Kennedy ar­
gued that the affirmative action policy 
is a “disguised quota” while military 
officials defend the policy as 
necesssary for national security.
Source: NY Times
Come to the Feinstein’s Institute’s Annual Conference...
Creating Community, Overcoming 
Hate, Ending Violence
Featuring keynote speaker, Judy Shephard
WHEN: Sunday, April 13, 2003
11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
WHERE: Feinstein Function Room
NO COST!! LUNCH IS INCLUDED!!
Judy Shepard lost her son, Matthew, to hate in 1998. Her powerful 
presentation will address the responsibility that all members of a com­
munity have for creating environments of tolerance and nonviolence 
where human dignity and diversity are respected and celebrated. The 
presentation will be followed by workshops facilitated by college 
students, community groups, and local activists. The variety of issues 
will include: rape, just war, homophobia, racism, domestic violence, 
homelessness, barriers to social changes and more.
SPACE IS LIMITED!! Register today through Friday, April 7. 
Call the Feinstein Institute at 865-2786, or send an e-mail to 
ambche04@providence.edu (We need your name, 
phone number, and address/friar box.) 
STUDENTS, STAFF, AND FACULTY ARE INVITED
BBC
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The Week in Review
It happened on...
Tuesday Wednesday
Iraqi civilian casualties mount Cuban boat hijacked off Key West
Hospital sources reported 33 civilians killed and 300 
wounded in a coalition air strike early on Tuesday morn­
ing. The target of the attack was a residential area in the 
town of Hilla, about 50 miles south of Baghdad. U.S . 
Central Command said it initial investigation had not 
“turned up any evidence of the alleged incident.” How­
ever, officials said they were continuing to look into it. 
The attack on Hilla began on Monday as part of the U.S.- 
led advance towards Baghdad. Iraqi Information Minister 
Mohammed
Saeed al-Sahaf accused coalition forces of being “racist.” 
Mr. Al-Sahaf said, “They are indiscriminately killing
A Cuban boat was hijacked Wednesday morning and was 
drifting approximately 60 miles off Key West, Florida ac­
cording to the FBI. This came only one day after similar 
hijacking. An FBI spokes person said the Cuban govern­
ment is 45 foot pleasure boat was carrying 15 to 20 people. 
The exact motive of the incident and the perpetrators behind 
it remained unclear late Wednesday. The US Coast Guard 
and the Cuban government both denied immediate comment.
U.S. forces draw closer to Baghdad
American Library Association
Secretary of State Colin 
Powell
Powell travels to Turkey 
US troops have pulled to within 25 kilometers of Baghdad 
after defeating Iraqi Republican Guard Units near Karbala. 
Major General Stanley McChrystal said the battle reduced 
the Medina and Baghdad divisions of the Republican Guard 
to the point where they were no longer “credible forces.” 
Much like recent reports in the Western media, this claim of 
progress by coalition forces was refuted by the Iraqi Infor­
mation Minister who denied that troops were approaching 
Baghdad and claimed that the US had suffered heavy losses. 
In recent reports, The British Ministry of Defense reported 
Wednesday that 27 of its soldiers had died so far in the war 
while the Pentagon listed total US fatalities at 48. Official 
Iraqi death figures were not availablealthough on Monday a 
state-run Iraqi television station reported 420 civilians dead 
and 4,000 wounded.
U.S .Secretary of State Colin Powell arrived in Tur­
key late on Thursday in an attempt to heal the rift be­
tween the United States and Turkey. Disagreement be­
tween the two nations has stemmed from Turkish refusal 
to allow U.S. ground forces to attack northern Iraq through 
Turkey. Powell is expected to request that Turkey not 
send troops into northern Iraq. Turkey has not ruled out 
the idea, citing concerns about the post-war creation of a 
Kurdish state and the influx of Iraqi refugees. Powell 
said recently, “What we’re doing there should make it 
unnecessary fro them to consider any incursion.” Powell’s 
trip is the first by a senior member of the Bush adminis­
tration since the war started. The Secretary of State is 
also due in Brussels on Thursday where he is expected to 
discuss the aftermath of the war with the EU and NATO 
member states.
Alpha Company, 11th Engineer 
Battalion, pushes north Wednesday, 
approaching Baghdad
Weekly spotlight
Uday and Qusay Hussein
Why they’re our spotlight: As the 
only sons of Iraqi leader Saddam 
Hussein, Qusay and Uday Hussein are 
prominent figures in Iraq. The United 
States reportedly has them on a list of 
senior officials they want to try for war 
crimes. Also, President Bush demanded 
Saddam’s sons leave Iraq along with 
him, threatening war if they did not com­
ply. Both sons have built rival power 
bases within different areas of the Iraq.
Fortunate Son: Qusay, 36, is the 
younger brother and is presumed to be 
the heir apparent. He runs the elite Re­
publican Guard - Iraq’s best-trained and 
equipped army unit that is entrusted with 
the protection of the president.
In 2001 Qusay was giving a leading 
position in the ruling Baath Party, a 
move many consider to be a sign that
ABC
Uday Hussein
Qusay will succeed his father. There 
has even been speculation that he already 
has control of Iraq’s day-to-day 
operations.
The Rebel: Uday, 39, was regarded 
as the successor to Saddam for many 
years, but his star has dimmed since a 
1996 assassination attempt that left him 
barely able to walk. Prior to his injury, 
Uday was notorious for his violent repu­
tation and extravagant lifestyle, which 
included womanizing and driving flashy 
sports cars. However, the older son is 
still influential in Iraq, particularly in the
Qusay Hussein
media. He controls Babil, Iraq’s most 
influential
newspaper, the popular Voice of Iraq FM 
radio station, and a slew of other 
important organizations and companies.
Significance to the War: With the 
President Bush set on a regime change 
in Iraq, it is likely that Saddam’s sons 
will also be asked to relinquish their as­
sets and positions. If coalition forces 
confront the sons, they may try to flee 
to Iran, Jordan or Syria.
Compiled by Peter Smith '04
That can’t be natural: Dogshow winner accused of having surgery
An investigation is underway after 
Danny, a.k.a. Dangerous Liason, was 
accused of having a face lift that helped 
him beat 20,000 contestants to win 
Crufts dog show in Birmingham, En­
gland.
Should it be discovered that Danny 
had had some nips and tucks, he will be 
unseated, as the organizers of the event 
explicitly forbid the use of cosmetic 
sergery with no clear health benefit.
So, who tipped them off? Was it an 
event organizer? Was it a one of his 
many rivals?
Danny’s owner, Albert Easdon, 
claims that he and his dog are victims 
of ajealous participant. “It’s all just jeal­
ousy. I try to ignore it. They probably 
just want to bring your dog down. They 
can’t just say that it’s a lovely dog.”
Danny was not available for com­
ment.
Sources: Providence Journal, London 
Times.
How do you think 
the media coverage 
of the war has been 
so far?
1 think it’s one-sided propaganda set 
up to make the U.S. look like the good 
guys.
Carlee Breton ’05
It is biased because it doesn’t cover 
both sides of the story.
Colleen Collins ’06
It’s the first war I’ve seen on TV, 
allowing me to see the soldiers in 
action.
Neal Foytin ’06
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The man with the Hurricane:
American prejudice in unity’s name
by Stephanie Pietros ’04 
Commentary Staff
Overcoming economic and social 
hurdles only to be accused of murder for 
being in the wrong place at the wrong 
time. Fighting a corrupt justice system 
 and after long last, 
JOHN ARTIS emerging victorious.
Sound intriguing? 
Such is the story of John Artis, who, 
according to promotional advertising for 
last week’s BOP sponsored lecture was, 
“the man with the ‘Hurricane’”—that is 
the man who, along with boxer Rubin 
“Hurricane” Carter, was wrongly 
accused of murder and served 15 years 
in prison before being released and 
exonerated.
And John Artis’s story was intriguing, 
as well as humorous. His lecture was at 
times interspersed with entertaining 
anecdotes about his childhood, as well 
as tongue in cheek jabs at the completely 
ludicrous grounds upon which he was 
tried and convicted for a crime he did 
not commit. Artis’s story of overcoming 
adversity—initially economic, later 
social as an African-American during the 
tumultuous ’60s, and finally as a victim 
of a corrupt judicial system—was a true 
explication of the “American dream.” 
Undercutting Artis’s presentation were 
his brief but nonetheless controversial 
comments about terrorism and the war 
in Iraq. He unfortunately turned his 
message against discrimination on 
himself, as he was proved guilty of that 
which was decrying.
"
Artis humorously said that since 
the Sept. 11 attacks on New 
York City and the Pentagon he 
has made a concerted effort to 
distinguish the national origins 
of those Middle Eastern people 
he encounters in order to 
determine if “we’re cool with 
them.”
--------------------"
Turning the subject of his 
presentation away from his own 
narrative towards current events, Artis 
expressed his fears of terrorist backlash 
following the war in Iraq. Artis said that 
in light of such scary times, Americans 
cannot be divided by the racial 
prejudices he humorously showed to be 
utterly ridiculous and groundless. The 
problem with this statement is that Artis 
implied not only that Americans needed 
to be united, but that black and white 
Americans needed to be united against 
Middle Eastern people.
Perhaps without realizing it, Artis 
seemed to be suggesting an unwarranted 
kind of discrimination similar to that 
which the civil rights movement fought 
against for African Americans. By 
grossly over-generalizing, Artis utterly 
missed the point of America’s ‘war on 
terrorism.’ President Bush has said in 
numerous speeches that America is not 
fighting against the Iraqi and the Afghani 
people or the Islamic faith, but against 
the fanatical leaders and governments of 
these countries who pose a threat not just 
to America, but also to their own people. 
Whether or not this high minded and 
noble mission is the sole motivation for 
the Bush administration in going to war 
is another story altogether and is indeed 
debatable. The fact remains that the war
Above: The Morning News, the local 
newspaper of Paterson, N.J. where 
the alleged murder took place, 
reports the verdict of the trial.
Right: John Artis appears at his 
trial.
Artis served 15 years in prison 
before his exoneration. Carter was 
released in September of 1985 after 
spending 19 years in prison. Their 
story of false imprisonment caught 
the attention of Bob Dylan, civil 
rights organizations and Universal 
Studios, which released The Hurri­
cane in 1999.
Rubin “Hurricane” Carter and John 
Artis were falsely arrested for a 
murder-burgerly in 1966. In May 
1967 both are found guilty of triple 
murders and sentenced to three life 
terms.
Facts from yahoo.com
is not in any way intended against any 
one Middle Eastern people, including 
those who are American immigrants.
Those Americans who are of Middle 
Eastern and/or Arabic background are 
certainly no different than every other 
person in America, whether their 
ancestors are from the Middle East, 
Africa, Europe or otherwise, and 
whether or not their families have been 
here for 10 or 100 years. Artis 
humorously said that since the Sept. 11 
attacks on New York City and the 
Pentagon he has made a concerted effort 
to distinguish the national origins of 
those Middle Eastern people he 
encounters in order to determine if 
“we’re cool with them.” In other words, 
if you’re from Afghanistan, we would 
not be cool with you, but if you’re from 
India, we would be.
It seemed at first as though Artis said 
this to make the point that such a practice 
is absurd in the first place. But if that 
was his intention, it was never explained. 
Instead, Artis went on to relate a story 
about a flight he took just after Sept. 11.
Artis shared his fears of sitting near a 
man of Middle Eastern origin who was 
wearing a purple turban. He went on to 
tell of the visible tension of the few 
passengers on the flight, so much so that 
when this man went to the restroom, two 
large football player-sized men went and 
listened at the door to insure that nothing 
was amiss.
To me, this should have been Artis’ 
cue to show how ridiculous 
discrimination of any kind actually is, 
whether against African Americans or 
Middle Eastern Americans. Indeed, this 
was his intent when he humorously 
explored the enigma of white people who 
discriminate against black people 
because of mere skin color, and then fry 
themselves in tanning oil in order to 
darken their own skin. Sadly, however, 
Artis did nothing to dispel the 
irrationality of prejudice against Middle 
Eastern peoples or their American 
descendents merely because of their 
nationality or ethnic background. 
Instead, he did exactly the opposite, by 
supporting these irrational fears.
Sacrifices of 
destruction 
by Mike Raia ’05
Commentary Editor
Times of war call for sacrifice. While 
I do not support Bush’s attack on Iraq, I 
acknowledge that sacrifice is necessary 
in today’s political climate. While my 
I grandfather fought in
World War II, my 
grandmother sup­
ported a young family. 
A war economy emerged during the 
struggle to stop Hitler’s spreading re­
gime. The most universal sacrifice, 
though, came in extended taxes to pay 
for the military’s endeavors and social 
programs to protect those at home from 
the risks of their own society.
President Bush, however, has a dif­
ferent idea of sacrifice. He feels that only 
the poor should sacrifice during today’s 
conflict (and continue during times of 
peace). He has subtly showcased his con­
tempt for governmental spending and 
has committed himself to pleasing the 
richest members of our society.
On Tuesday, March 25, the Senate 
passed a compromised version of Bush’s 
short-sighted tax cut. By slicing the $726 
billion tax cut to “only” $350 billion, 
members of the U.S. Senate were praised 
by The New York Times editorial board 
for allowing sanity to prevail. How, 
though,- is a tax cut larger than the pend­
ing deficit, during a time of war and 
amidst economic crisis, sane?
Shortly after (coincidentally, I’m 
sure) the Senate’s approval of the com­
promised cut, the administration asked 
Congress for $75 billion for the first 
phases of Operation Iraqi Freedom. The 
draining economy cannot afford a $75 
billion withdrawal when the deposits are 
dwindling.
Putting aside the obvious miscalcu­
lations of Bush’s war budget (stealth 
bombers cost $100 million), the effect 
of Bush’s tax cuts will fall almost uni­
laterally (to use a popular term of the 
administration) on the administration’s 
“capacity to act” (spend) in the interests 
of citizens dependent on government 
programs. Many welcome these cuts but 
overlook the extended arm of govern­
mental services: education, social secu­
rity and Medicare. These programs are 
not solely created for the “lazy welfare 
recipients,” but instead benefit all con­
tributing members of American society.
Job training for young people in poor 
communities faces a 20% cut in Bush’s 
new budget. 200,000 fewer children will 
receive child-care subsidies, according 
to Robert Greenstein of the Center on 
Budget and Policy Priorities. Medicaid 
(a program which serves mostly children 
under five) is potentially going to be­
come a “loan program” with back-rolled 
states covering the cost of immuniza­
tions and check-ups for poor families.
These are essential programs that a 
government of the people, for the people 
and by the people has a responsibility to 
protect. E.J. Dionne Jr., a columnist for 
The Washington Post, wrote of how Win­
ston Churchill “recognized that a time 
of war places a special obligation on the 
governing classes to those who benefit 
least from a nation’s social and economic 
arrangements.” Bush, as many are com­
ing to see (but are scared to admit), is 
continuing to ask only small factions of 
American society to sacrifice for his war 
effort.
President Bush claims to be a com­
passionate conservative but rejects the 
theories of modern civilization’s great­
est diplomat of conservative compassion 
for a greedy protection of the wealthy 
elite.
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Tangents anil Tirades
Spring is here—well, kind of. Take a break from the un­
seasonable frosty weather and warm up with Tangents.
You know we’re always here for you.
Get a room Not only are Commencement bids expensive, but they may also be 
luring Providence College seniors into the arms of sin. Along with the bids, it is 
suggested that you buy a hotel room—not necessarily for yourself and your date, 
but that possibility is definitely open. It is kind of necessary, actually, since everything 
is going on in Boston and there is no transportation provided. After four long years 
of sexual segregation carefully enforced by parietals, are graduating seniors to 
suddenly be thrust into the open arms of concupiscence? How is this in keeping 
with the Providence College Mission Statement? —Erin Simmeth ’03
Banking it on a tragedy Many fundraisers are currently being held in support of 
the families and victims of the truly tragic Station nightclub fire. Sadly, however, 
another tragic occurrence is happening, although a quieter and less public one. 
Many bands are having benefit concerts to this worthy aim, however, beware how 
much of this money is actually going to benefit the Station. I have recently been 
enlightened as the practice of one particular band that is skimming money off the 
top to pay for their own expenses while advertising that all the proceeds are going 
to benefit the fire victims. How sad that even in light of a horrific tragedy, some 
still cannot see beyond their own selfishness. —Stephanie Pietros ’04
A cashless society Who do I talk to about food in McPhail’s? Cheap sandwiches, 
thick milk shakes and, for the elders at PC—beer. All to be found in the convenience 
of one location. And its on campus! However, how great would it be to sit at a table 
in McPhail’s and watch a baseball game while eating wings and drinking a Sammy 
A—I mean Coke—without having to carry cash. You know what I’m getting at. 
Let’s extend our FriarB.ucks to McPhail’s. —Mike Raia ’05
It’s character building I would like to send a shout-out to my fellow crutchees. 
Now that I am nearly cured of my. three-month handicapping stress fracture, I would 
love to take this opportunity to empathize with all my “crutch soul mates” walking 
on two sticks now a days. Don’t be disheartened! As incredibly non-existent as 
our handicapped facilities are on campus, going around whole buildings to get to 
elevators and hobbling up stairs really does build character. Just keep telling 
yourselves that. —Juliette Paul ’05 
Parking lots are like men... At the beginning of the fall 2002 semester, I slapped 
a tacky pink sticker on the windshield of my beat-up ’94 Buick Century. Turns out 
that sticker, my supposed parking pass, has no more worth than the duct tape that’s 
holding together my rear bumper. Every time I pull into the Ray parking lot, I dread 
the circles I’m going to be driving in just to find a open spot.. .and more often times 
than not, I will end up parking in East Hell over near Schneider Arena, or be forced 
to park illegally while cars without stickers are parked in prime spots! Having a car 
on campus was supposed to be a luxury—saving me the trouble of walking 
everywhere, which is just unnecessary exercise that my body is not meant to endure. 
However, parking my car has become such a time-consuming and daunting task, 
that when I return from the lot to my apartment, I’m sweating harder than Richard 
Simmonscart-wheeling his way through a marathon. Security, I suggest you take 
care of the parking atrocities that litter my designated lot. Hopefully the next time 
someone tickets my car, they also ticket the car parked next to me, in a legal spot, 
without its pink sticker. —Joan Barker ’04
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Cowl Letters Policy
The Cowl welcomes guest commentar­
ies and Letters to the Editor from all 
members of the Providence College com­
munity, as well as outside contributors.
All submissions must include the 
writer’s name, signature, and a phone 
number where they can be reached. Ar­
ticles will be printed as space permits. 
Letters should be no more than 250 words 
in length. Guest commentaries should be 
limited to 700 words in length and only 
one will be published per week. The Cowl 
editorial board and its administrative su­
pervisors reserve the right to edit articles 
and letters for space and clarity.
However, if there is a portion you spe­
cifically wish to remain unchanged, please 
inform the Editor-in-Chief. Letters to the
Editor are the opinions of the writer only 
and do not reflect the viewpoint of The 
Cowl staff.
Submissions must be delivered, 
mailed or faxed to The Cowl office no later 
than 5 p.m. on the Monday before publi­
cation. Mail submissions to Box 2981 
Providence, RI 02918, fax to 401-865- 
1202, submit online at www.thecowl.com, 
e-mail to thecowl@providence.edu, or 
hand deliver to The Cowl Office in Slavin 
104. Call 401-865-2214 with any ques­
tions.
Weekly Subscription Rate is $25.00 per 
year by mail. Student subscription is 
included in tuition fee. Correspondence 
can be mailed directly to : The Cowl, 
Providence College, Providence, Rhode 
Island 02918.
Saddam & Saddam:
The Delightful Story of a Tyrant and his Decoy. 
Episode One
by Dustin Kahoud ’04
Letters to the Editor:
Celebrating heritage is not disrespectful
Sophomore Juliette Paul’s March 
27 article “Irish celebration besmirches 
tradition” has to be the most self- 
righteous, ignorant article I have ever 
read in The Cowl. To attack a PC 
student sporting a green shirt and a 
frothy mug on March 17 by labeling 
them “unintelligent” and unable to 
“admit they are really American” is 
absurd. To suggest that they do not 
have the right to.wear Irish pins seems, 
to me, laughable.
Ms. Paul goes out of her way to 
condemn Americans for having their 
own unique way of celebrating an Irish 
holiday, never lifting her pious fingers 
off the keyboard once to consider that 
this may not be such a horrible thing. 
In Ireland they do not eat corned beef 
on St. Patty’s, should Americans 
abandon this disgraceful, unauthentic
habit as well? Irish-Americans 
experienced their fair share of hardship 
upon their arrival in the States, may 
they celebrate their heritage and 
success however they see fit. Drinking 
a Guinness on March 17 does not harm 
anyone, it does not necessitate “moral 
dispensation,” and by no means 
disrespects “the honor of people in this 
country or another.” (Additionally, 
Paul’s attempted correlation between 
St. Patty’s festivities and student 
apathy on the situation in Iraq is 
foolish, never mind inaccurate.) It is a 
shame that Paul is “embarrassed” by 
the actions of her college’s student 
body; may she find her own comfort 
and reprisal in the fact that she has in 
turn embarrassed The Cowl with her 
own asinine preaching.
R.J. Gradale ’05
Poem to the Editor:
Smoke rising.
Dust spreading into the night.
Hearts and bones crackling in the 
melting steel.
Souls transformed in the American 
dust.
Angels dying.
Children crying.
Devils flying in from the south. 
Shrapnel enveloping the sunlight.
Fireballs burning the light of our being.
Rising from the Ash. 
Putting on our Battle Dress, 
Readying to wage war.
Bringing justice to the darkest holes of 
earth.
Pausing in the chaos, 
Remembering our fallen heroes of 
9/11.
Transporting civilization in C-130s and 
B-52s.
Our cities tom in widowhood.
Orphans aimlessly wandering 
Manhattan.
Soldiers and Sailors, 
Airmen and Marines, 
at the crossroads of freedom, 
perched at the four corners of the world. 
The American heart,
The American soul, 
drowning out the unyielding bell’s toll.
This we will defend. 
Freedom knows no end.
Christopher Roche ’96 
Weehawken, NJ
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Silent dialogue brings 
war at home
“Stupid Americans” 
blasphemize country
by Terence Sweeney ’06
Commentary Staff
Today the United States is deep into 
the early stages of a controversial war 
with Iraq. Leaving aside the merits of 
the war, one can perceive positive 
reaction to the war
in the U.S. All over 
the nation peopleUSA AT WAR
are gathering and 
discussing the war, and protests are 
drawing large numbers for both sides of 
the issue. But this discussion about the
war has not produced an entirely positive 
outcome. There is a major issue that must 
be realized by those who are struggling 
over the justice of this war. Both sides 
have serious arguments and are worthy 
of respect.
The problem is that the two sides have 
ceased to listen to each other and are 
sinking into a slugging feSt of irrational 
claims about their respective opponents. 
This may be a generalization, but the 
problem is an increasing one that is 
threatening our ability to have a dialogue 
as a people, and needs to be redressed 
by a new focus on open mindedness.
" --------------------------------
Far too few argue the 
merits of the war.
-------------------------------- "
On one side of the issue is the anti­
war group. While a great deal of their 
protest is issue-focused, there is strong 
element of people who are'so 
vehemently opposed to conflict that they 
have resorted to a personal assault on 
supporters of war. Far too few argue on 
the merits of the war; instead they carry 
banners denouncing President Bush as 
a bloodthirsty president bent on the 
acquisition of oil. Meanwhile supporters 
of the war are shrugged off as either 
ignorant or racist. Many have gone so 
far as to compare Bush to Hitler and 
Republicans to the Nazis.
According to one such radical anti­
war figure John Pilger, “the regime of 
George W. Bush is now 
totalitarian...Bush’s State of the Union 
speech was reminiscent of... when Hitler 
called together his generals and told 
them ‘I must have war’...The current 
American elite is the Third Reich of our 
time.” Pilger may be an extreme case but 
there are many that agree with what he 
has to say. This substantial group of 
people have ceased to protest the war and 
focus instead on attacking Bush and 
supporters of this war.
This problem is by no means isolated 
to anti-war groups. It has been countered 
by a larger, though less vocal, war 
supporters. This group is different 
because it is spearheaded by elected 
officials in the White House, as opposed 
to being a largely grassroots movement. 
Nonetheless, the support for the war is 
strong among Americans, and has valid 
arguments to be heard. Their views have 
been portrayed on a large public forum, 
but just like their opponents in many 
cases, they have ceased to argue the issue 
and instead are slouching into a 
campaign of degradation.
Far too many people on the pro-war 
side seem to think that opposing this war 
is to be un-American and against our 
troops. Instead of acknowledging 
people’s differences on the war, they try 
to undermine the prerogative of people 
to be against. Sadly, our administration 
has, on several occasions, joined this 
chorus, including John Ashcroft, who 
while speaking to those protesting 
government actions said, “Your tactics 
only aid terrorists for they erode our 
national unity and diminish our resolve.” 
This is an unfair denunciation of war 
objectors. Not only can an American 
remain patriotic while being against the 
war, they have an obligation to voice this 
belief.
The sad irony is that those who 
argued for diplomacy and open 
discussion with Iraq have ceased to have 
an open, productive dialogue with other 
Americans. At the same time, war 
supporters argue that we are fighting for 
the rights of Iraqis while they 
simultaneously denounce the use of free 
speech in the U.S. This hypocrisy, and 
the ensuing lack of dialogue, is 
undermining to both sides. Even more 
importantly it undermines an ideal of 
democracy: that people of different 
views can come together to discuss and 
find a solution or a mutual 
understanding. Sadly this has not 
occurred. The two sides need to analyze 
their opponents’ views, and target their 
opinions towards the issue at hand—not 
the integrity of those with whom they 
differ.
by Juliette Paul ’05 
Commentary Staff
Given the war with Iraq, Americans 
are being pressured into hating their 
nationality more than uniting behind it. 
Foreigners cop out with the “stupid 
I American” stereotype 
USA AT WAR in an effort to make 
Washington’s 
enforcement of U.N. regulations look like 
the invasion of the Huns. Americans are 
given little credit for being the 
democratic peoples who are globally 
most critical of their government.
Americans residing overseas have 
been told by American embassies to keep 
a low profile. Back at home, citizens of 
the United States are bombarded with 
opinion polls from around the world 
persuading them to feel guilty about their 
citizenship. A London Times poll released 
Feb. 11 stated that 57 percent of British 
citizens disagreed with the statement that 
the United States and Great Britain have 
shown enough evidence that military 
action in Iraq is necessary. The same poll 
found that 86 percent of the respondents 
felt that weapons inspectors in Iraq 
should be given more time. 
Unfortunately, “the world hates us” is a 
very undemocratic reason for democratic 
peoples to renounce their democracy and 
their leader.
People have too smug an opinion of 
America. By the nature of democratic 
society, Americans are made to be the 
greatest critics of themselves. An 
editorial in the Russian newspaper 
Pravda stated that President George 
Bush’s war effort in Iraq was to “avenge 
his father’s shortcoming in Iraq during 
the last Gulf War.” In the article, 
Americans were also referred to as the 
President’s “oil magnet friends.”
Insulted? Probably not. This has all 
been heard from the typewriters of 
American columnists far and wide. Susan 
Faludi wrote an article in the March 30 
New York Times entitled, “An American 
Myth Rides Into the Sunset.” The title 
clearly refers to our “western cliche” 
president and his “smoke 'em out [of 
their holes]” antics. Columnists like Ms. 
Faludi make evident that not all 
Americans are the stereotypical “stupid,” 
white-collared, war-mongrels 
international peoples label us as.
The international peoples that speak 
out against the “American way” as a 
contemporary rendition of the Volk in 
Nazi Germany are the very same 
peoples who would get their tongues 
ripped out, literally or figuratively, if 
they dared criticize their own 
government. Lucky for civil rights, 
President Bush is not disposed to ripping 
out tongues.
"------------------------
Unfortunately, “the world hates 
us” is a very undemocratic 
reason for democratic peoples 
to renounce their democracy 
and their leader.
------------------------ -"
The president would not need to 
anyway, considering the popular 
American opinion in response to the war 
in Iraq, usually overlooked by Bush 
critics. A Washington Post poll released 
March 3 stated that 66 percent of 
Americans supported the Bush 
administration’s decision not to have the 
U.N. Security Council vote on war with 
Iraq. The poll also found 70 percent of 
respondents support the war with Iraq 
while 68 percent believe that the United 
States has done all it can to solve the 
crisis with Iraq diplomatically. Here is 
the clincher. In November 2002, Public 
Agenda released a survey that found 80 
percent of immigrants would move to 
and stay in the United States all over 
again since the crisis of Sept. 11. Our 
nation, fellow Americans, is apparently 
still internationally renowned as a great 
place to live and stay. We should give 
ourselves more credit.
Those who misrepresent Americans 
as thoughtlessly barbaric are obviously 
not within the bounds of the United 
States, nor do they read editorials in The 
New York Times for that matter. Those 
Americans who are within their bounds 
of the U.S. and who grease the “stupid 
American” stereotype are deplorable. 
By freely blaspheming their country and 
their leader without repercussions, they 
join the rest of the world in thinking that 
Americans do not care, when in fact, we 
do. The people that most closely fit the 
“stupid American” stereotype are the 
people that intentionally prod the rest 
of the world into “hating us” even more.
More Letters:
A Cappella Club responds: PCACI review off-key
On behalf of the A’Cappella Club, I 
am writing to address your Feb. 26 
article, “PCACI’s special guests.” In the 
alleged “critical review,” certain 
opinions were stated factually, tainting 
the article’s tone.
The “review” claimed that the “loss 
of music majors show[ed] in Special 
Guest’s arrangement of songs.” 
Ironically, of the six songs in their set 
list, five were arranged by Eric 
Bosworth ’02, an alumnus to the group 
with a B.A. in music.
It was also stated that the club’s effort 
to create a sense of unity was “failing.” 
This claim is unsubstantiated and 
inaccurate. PCACI was a collaboration 
developed and hosted by Special Guest, 
Strictly Speaking, and Anaclastic. The 
mutual support of all three groups was 
not only constant during this evening, but 
has been growing in strength throughout 
the year. We are truly one another’s 
biggest fans.
Most offensive was the personal 
assault made on individual performers. 
The A’Cappella Club’s groups are just 
that—groups. They succeed together; 
they fail together. Singling out specific 
members is not only in poor taste, but is 
inappropriate in critiquing a group 
performance.
Our club was hurt and angered by The 
Cowl's attack of what an overwhelming 
majority considered to be a highly 
enjoyable and entertaining evening. 
This uninformed article has tarnished 
the reputation and squelched the 
enthusiasm of one of the most spirited 
clubs on campus. It is our hope that The 
Cowl will better educate their staff to 
avoid the publication of further 
erroneous and unprofessional reviews.
Tiffany Toner ’03 
A’Cappella Club President
Who called them
Having just read the latest 
installment of sophomore Mike Raia’s 
drivel, I feel something needs to be laid 
to rest. In “Patriotic dissent opens door 
for democracy,” (Cowl, March 27) Mr. 
Raia further stresses the point that you 
don’t have to be anti-American to be 
anti-war. Fine. Duly noted. My question 
to you is this: who ever said you did?
I can’t recall a time when anyone— 
from the president down to my 
roomate—have called these protests 
unpatriotic. Police aren’t whomping on 
anti-war protesters. Fr. Smith, O.P., 
hasn’t stopped any student 
demonstrations. Apparently, no one has
un-American?
taken away his column. Even he admits 
that many in the anti-war movement do 
have an axe to grind against this country. 
Despite this, no one has taken away 
anyone’s right to free speech or assembly 
(no matter how unintelligible their 
opinion).
At the same time, it may be helpful to 
him to heed his own call. As much it is 
Mr. Raia’s right to regurgitate whatever 
unsubstantiated opinion he wishes, the 
boys up in Aquinas have every right to 
proclaim their support for Bush—no 
matter how “condescending” or 
“demeaning” he thinks it to be.
Patrick S. Cannon ’03
Online Poll Results
Poll for the 3127 issue: “Do you support the war with Iraq?”
Yes, Saddam is a clear and present threat to America.
(56%, 74 votes)
I’m not for or against the war. It is a complicated situation.
(14%, 18 votes)
No, President Bush is waging an unjust war for ulterior motives.
(30%, 40 votes)
Poll current as of Wednesday 4 p.m.
Vote on this issue’s poll at www.thecowl.com: “What are the limits of academic
freedom?”
Morgan Freeman is an awful bad guy.
Dreamcatcher a nightmare, page 19.
 The Cowl
Arts and 
Entertainment Kim has nothing we haven't seen before.All she wants..., page 21.
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Rockin’ the suburbs
WDOM’s all-night, seven-band show in McPhail’s brought red-hot 
rock music straight to the PC campus
PETE TAVIS ’05/ The Cowl
feel on a few songs. Bassist 
Steve Biondi ’05 was 
remarkable, as was evidenced 
during the band’s cover of the 
Red Hot Chili Peppers tune, 
“Aeroplane.” He hit every note 
of the tricky Flea bassline. The 
performance could have been 
even better if Biondi’s talent 
was used more prominently in 
The Demos’ set.
Following The Demos were 
Providence natives Turning 
Blue. Boasting a full rock sound 
blended with elements of pop 
and punk, the band constructed 
ultra-catchy songs with 
infectious melodies, and a feel 
reminiscent of groups such as 
Fenix TX, Piebald, and Blink 
182. Turning Blue’s energetic 
stage presence and clever guitar 
work made the performance a 
blast, and their raucous version 
of George Michael’s “Careless 
Whisper” was a nice touch.
Next up was another local 
band, The Twilight, whose 
unorthodox style was both 
bizarre and catchy at the same 
time. Their diverse sound 
covered everything from tribal 
percussion breaks to brooding 
rock anthems. “Each song is a 
different emotion.. .most bands 
seem to convey only one mood 
throughout a set,” said lead 
vocalist/guitarist Frank 
Marrocco when describing The 
Twilight’s distinct sound. The 
band performed straight 
through their 45 minutes, 
melting songs into each other. 
Even though their tunes were 
greatly varied, the conversions 
between each were seamless.
The last of the Providence 
area bands was Upset Broke, the 
youngest act on the bill. The 
band blended crooning vocals 
with ambitious basslines and 
crunchy power chords to craft 
a full, edgy punk rock sound 
reminiscent of groups like 
NOFX. Upset Broke’s searing 
guitar riffs and intense 
performance got the audience 
slam dancing in front of the 
stage to more than one number.
Top: Kevin Devine (left) and 
Chris McAllen of Miracle of 
86 share the mic.
Left: Monty Love (center) 
and his band of punks turn 
up the volume while the war 
rages in the background. 
Bottom: Jose Moreno ’05 of 
The Demos opens the show.
Following Upset Broke was 
the bombastic Monty Love and 
his band, the first of the three 
headlining groups that had 
made the long haul from Staten 
Island, NY to perform. Monty 
gave the audience perhaps the 
most enthusiastic performance 
of the night. Although Gravy, 
Monty’s bass player, looked 
quite suave in his pimpin’ 
leisure suits, it was the dynamic 
front-man that stole the show.
Monty gyrated around the 
stage like a strung out Scott 
Weiland, complete with the 
twirling mic stunts. During the 
rowdy set, he even mounted the 
bar to sputter out a verse or two. 
Monty and his band blazed 
through a blistering set of sub- 
two-minute songs, getting the 
audience fired up. The group 
even used McPhail’s video 
capabilities to project a giant 
image of live CNN war 
coverage on the back of the 
stage. At the end of the set, I was 
surprised to see that no one 
smothered Monty with a James 
Brown cape. Awesome 
performance.
Of course, no show is 
without its faults, and the 
WDOM show was no 
exception. McPhail’s P.A. 
’ system couldn’t quite compete 
with the levels of the 
instruments, and as a result, 
vocals were very difficult to 
hear—especially backing 
harmonies. P.A. problems were 
very evident during Awek’s 
performance; singer Paul 
Schalda’s voice was pretty 
much inaudible throughout the 
entire set. (However, one 
potential problem that was 
handed beautifully by the 
WDOM staff was the rotation 
of band equipment, keeping it 
down to about 10 minutes in 
between sets).
Although Awek’s vocal work 
was drastically muffled during 
their performance, the group’s 
instrumental skills shone 
brilliantly in its absence. The 
band crafted a layered indie- 
rock feel, with a few tunes that 
were reminiscent of Tom Petty’s 
early work. Awek moved the 
crowd by switching up the pace, 
working with riff-heavy 
grooves and a few more 
subdued falsettos than the other 
acts.
Following Awek and closing 
the show was the headlining act, 
Miracle of ’86. Out of 
anticipation, the audience 
crammed itself in front of the 
stage for Miracle’s 
performance. With a finely 
tuned indie-rock style and a 
truly professional manner, the 
band brought a sound that was 
capable of everything from 
moments of subtle tenderness to 
some fiercely aggressive 
instrumental breaks.
Singer Kevin Devine’s stage 
presence was energetic, and 
despite the weak P. A., his voice 
remained clear throughout the 
set. During a cover teaser of 
“Stan,” every syllable of 
. Eminem’s verse could be heard.
Miracle got the entire 
audience moving and pogo-ing 
during the boisterous set, and 
the band even invited some 
special guests on stage to belt 
out a few fan favorites. The 
climax of the entire night came 
when guitarist Mike Robertson 
took over on vocal duties during 
an intense version of 
Springsteen’s “Born to Run.” 
By the end of the night, there 
wasn’t a single person in 
McPhail’s who wasn’t grooving 
and grinning. The audience 
cared about little more than 
nodding their heads and belting 
out lyrics with the musicians on 
stage. It was as if everyone was 
so engaged in the rock spectacle 
that for a couple of hours they 
all seemed to forget what was 
occurring anywhere else in the 
world, even if it was right in 
front of everyone’s eyes— 
projected on the back of the 
stage.
And that, my friend, is 
something special.
by Matt Hess ’05 
A&E Staff
There truly is something 
about live music that stirs the 
soul; moves the mind; grabs 
your attention and distracts you
from the real 
world, if only 
for a short
CONCERT
REVIEW
while.
Of course, live music these 
days comes with a hefty ticket 
price. If you’re anything like 
me, you’ve been milking the 
last $4.05 in your savings 
account since spring break, 
making concert-going 
practically impossible and 
leaving your insatiable need for 
good live music unrelieved. 
Luckily, PC’s very own radio 
station, WDOM, was kind 
enough to remedy my monetary 
woes, and satisfy my greedy 
hunger with a concert spanning 
almost six hours and featuring 
seven bands.
This past Saturday night, 
WDOM treated PC students to 
a free rock show held at 
McPhail’s. The seven billed 
performers were all vastly 
talented, and each act brought 
its own unique brand of music 
to the table. The bands featured 
varying styles, .embracing 
everything from slick 
psychedelic jams to scorching 
punk anthems.
According to WDOM 
Executive Board member 
Kevin O’Connor ’03, the 
purpose of the show was to 
“raise awareness for the station, 
and demonstrate what WDOM 
has to offer.” For this show, the 
station was pleased to have 
attracted such high-caliber acts 
to the school. Whether they 
came for the live music, the free 
pool, or even the Corona drink 
specials, students and non­
students alike flocked to 
McPhail’s for the WDOM rock 
show.
Opening the concert was 
PC’s very own The Demos. 
With polished Beatle-esque 
chord progressions and a few 
very promising original tunes, 
The Demos’ performance was 
tight. Guitarist/singer Jose 
Moreno ’05 laid down some 
smooth vocals, and 
percussionist Jonathan Powers 
’05 was solid on the drums, 
working with varying rhythms 
including an almost reggae/dub
Everyone was so 
engaged in the rock 
spectacle that for a 
couple of hours we all 
seemed to forget 
what was occurring 
anywhere else.
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Picks 
of the
Week
by Virginia Cheng 
Asst. Sports Editor
Music
Tom Petty & the Heartbreakers 
Greatest Hits
An introduction to some of Tom 
Petty’s best works, served up in 
chronological order. Beginning 
with his first hit, “American Girl” 
and ending with two new tracks 
(new back in 1993), including 
“Mary Jane’s Last Dance,” the 
compilation spans almost 20 years 
of Petty’s memorable career. It’s a 
great listen in the car, especially for 
rolling down the windows and 
imitating Jerry Maguire’s rendition 
of “Free Fallin.’”
Book
The Red Tent
By Anita Diamant
A twist on the Book of Genesis, The 
Red Tent tells the story of Jacob 
from the perspective of his only 
surviving daughter, Dihah. In the 
Bible, Dinah is only briefly 
mentioned as a rape victim, but in 
this novel, she is a girl who 
overcomes the trials of womanhood 
and the betrayal of her own family. 
Red Tent teaches us about the 
ancient traditions and the rites of 
passage faced by the women who 
were largely ignored in biblical 
times, but it is really a story of 
survival that can be appreciated by 
both sexes.
Movie
South Park; Bigger,
Longer & Uncut 
Directed by Trey Parker
A cleverly constructed 
animated-musical that people find 
offensive for all the wrong reasons. 
Yes, it’s crude, and everyone is a 
target in this movie, but that’s the 
point. It is a social commentary 
on all the stupid things in life, like 
the U.S. declaring war on Canada 
because of potty-mouth. The 
movie really is brilliant in its own 
wqy, and parodies such works as 
LesMiserables, Star Wars, Glory, 
and even Charlie Brown. Every 
time you watch it, you’ll pick up 
on something new. Bonus: 
Saddam Hussein dies... twice!
An unnatural State
Without his usual raunchy humor, actor/director 
Chris Rock’s jokes fall flat in Head of State
by Stephanie Smith ’06 
A&E Staff
MOVIE
REVIEW
Although Hollywood’s recent 
fixation with the racial “fish out of 
water” genre is starting to become a little 
redundant, Head of 
State' can hold its 
own among similar 
box office competitors, such as Bringing 
Down the House. Head of State not only 
predicts what would potentially happen 
if a black man were to become the 
President of the United States, it also 
examines the real issues that politicians 
should be thinking about—gun violence, 
foreign policy, and education. Much of 
the film’s humor comes from black 
versus white culture conflicts, but there 
are also parts which focus on the 
corruption of the government. In a sort 
of Mr. Smith Goes to Washington style, 
the audience sees that the good guy really 
can make it in politics. Head of State 
comically discusses serious topics, 
although at times the humor and acting 
can be a little flat.
Chris Rock plays Mays Gilliam, an 
aiderman from a bad section of 
Washington, D.C. who is not necessarily 
into politics, but rather helping the 
people. He cares about the little issues, 
like the local bus line that helps his 
neighbors get to work, and he doesn’t 
have any real aspirations beyond his own 
ward Nine. One day, while he is driving 
in his Nissan Altima (the same car that 
Chris Rock actually drives), there is a 
special message on the radio that says 
that one of the candidates for president 
died in a plane crash. Mays is hardly 
affected, he just raises an eyebrow and 
then proceeds to continue jamming to the 
Jay-Z song that had been interrupted by 
the message.
While he simply forgets the issue, 
Washington officials are a mile or two 
away, scrambling to find someone to 
replace the late candidate. When they see 
Mays on TV after he rescues a woman 
and her cat, they believe that they have 
found their man. According to them, he’s 
not supposed to win the election—just 
get the party brownie points with “the 
people” so that in four years, the next 
candidate will win. However, there is a 
problem. The people like Mays more 
than they were supposed to. Even when 
the party tries to sabotage his campaign, 
Mays pulls through. Apparently, having 
a purple and black graffiti-style 
campaign bus and TV ads that look more 
like a rap video than anything political 
(complete with random dancing girls and 
lots of “ice”) makes for a campaign with 
potential. Along the way, Mays stays 
true to his roots and, as a result, shakes 
up the generally accepted behavior of 
Washington’s political elite.
Rock is disappointingly flat as Mays 
Gilliam. Perhaps it was the stress of 
having to direct the film as well as star 
in it, but Rock does not have as much as 
of a screen presence as he usually does 
and is expected to. He is known to be an 
absolutely hilarious stand-up comic, but 
in the situation of having to play a “nice 
guy” whom everyone loves, he doesn’t 
have the freedom to be crass and rude, 
thus limiting what he can do with the 
jokes in the film. As a “nice guy,” the 
audience is uncomfortable with Rock; he 
is calm and mild-mannered and hardly 
ever retaliates when he is pushed 
around—it just seems wrong. It is very 
uncharacteristic of the Chris Rock that 
we know (the Chris Rock whose raunchy 
HBO specials are infamous), and 
therefore the performance is frustrating 
and somewhat of a let-down. Although 
he can be believable at times, the 
audience is searching for more of a well- 
rounded character.
Dreamworks
Above: Chris Rock and 
“runningmate” Bernie Mac have an 
eye on the campaign trail. Right: 
Kissing babies is just part of the job.
Bernie Mac appears half-way through 
the movie as Mays’ brother, Mitch 
Gilliam, who provides a truly candid 
opinion of every event that occurs. When 
Mays picks him as his running mate, he 
arrives on the scene in a lime green pimp 
suit and proceeds to bitch-slap every 
reporter that tries to ask him questions. 
He provided the most entertainment in 
the film—because he was a bail­
bondsman, he declares, “Thank God for 
crime!” on several occasions. He 
delivers quick one-liners that pretty 
much save the film, and never attempts 
to be “nice” to make us like him more. 
Finally, someone who is trying to be real, 
is.
Head of State's cast, overall, delivers 
a slightly contrived and bland 
performance. Our expectations for Chris 
Rock seem to ultimately hold the film 
back. If it were anyone else starring and
directing the movie, it would be easier 
to laugh at the mediocre jokes. But this 
is Chris Rock. Playing the nice guys 
restricts his humor, and the film suffers 
for it.
GRADE: C
BRAND NAME CLOTHES AT CHEAP PRICES!
5% off with Student ID
American Vintage
145 Douglas Ave. 
Next to Stickfingers 
(401)273-9994
Looking for a place that has an eclectic range of fashion 
at cheap prices? Look no further!
American Vintage is the place for you. American 
Vintage specializes in vintage style and today’s brand 
name clothes.
Jeans for $12 or less 
$3 sweaters
Leather jackets for $20 
Military scrubs 
and much more! •
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Urban Elements
All she wants is a couple of goodfellas
Lil ’ Kim tries hard to be a mob queen with her new album, 
but La Bella Mafia just shoots blanks
by Joe Mavodones ’05
A&E Staff
Lil’ Kim
La Bella Mafia
Atlantic Records
In a world full of turmoil and 
unpredictability, there are still two things 
that can always be taken for granted: the 
Yankees suck, and Lil’Kim can’t make 
a good album.
Obviously, if you’re a Red Sox fan, 
the “Yankees Suck” mantra goes without 
explanation, but Lil’ Kim’s amazing 
ability to constantly make bad albums 
seems a little mysterious. I mean she 
definitely has all the right ingredients to 
make a good album. She was schooled 
in the rap game by Biggie and has 
undoubtedly had “relationships” with 
enough of the top hip-hop producers for 
them to lace her with at least a few dope 
tracks. Yet somehow, Kim just can’t 
seem to make a good album. Her first 
album. Hardcore, burnt my ears. We’ll 
just pretend that the follow-up, The 
Notorious was never recorded.
And her latest attempt, La Bella Mafia, 
is, well, just bad.
Since there are only a few highlights 
on the album, I’ll get them out of the way 
early. First of all, the most rewarding 
aspect of the album is the semi-nude 
picture of Kim on the album cover. 
Musically, Kim’s collabo with 50 Cent 
on “Magic Stick” is the best track out of 
all the bad ones on the album, filling the 
void of the obligatory Lil’ Kim sex song. 
“Get in Touch With Us” with Styles P of 
The Lox provides another club anthem 
for The Queen Bee, while the lead single 
“The Jump Off” with Mr. Cheeks 
presents the last taste of any worthwhile 
music on the disc.
The rest of the album is a wasteland 
of unoriginal, boring tracks. The 
production on most of the songs is above 
par, with joints from Timberland and
Swizz Beatz ranking high. The only 
drawback is that most of them are 
weighed down by Kim’s horrendous 
lyrics. It seems like she’s recycled her 
diamonds and sex-related raps from her 
first two albums, and just placed them 
over new beats. On “This is Who I Am” 
Kim spits the nonsensical line, “I’d 
rather be dead and rich than broke and 
living,” while on “Shake Your Bum 
Bum” she raps, “Keep my hair done all 
the time / Even got a manicurist in the
Atlantic
A whole new kind of 
cover-up-. Hip-hop . 
sexpot Lil’ Kim tells 
the same old story, 
recycling rhymes 
about Gucci, glitter, 
and guys, on the God­
awful Im Bella Mafia 
(album cover above).
booth while I rhyme.” That’s good. 
Maybe if she focused less on her hair 
and nails, her rhymes would improve. 
Kim even manages to go as far as 
attempting to sing on the track “This Is 
A Warning.” It is indeed—a warning to 
turn your stereo off! Even with guest 
appearances from Havoc on “Hold it 
Now,” and Missy Elliot on “Can You 
Hear Me Now,” there’s no hope in saving 
Kim from her own worst enemy—her 
lyrics.
I’ve never really been a big Lil’ Kim 
fan, and I probably wont ever be one. 
But I do hope that she makes a decent 
album someday. Not because I would 
listen to it, but just for the simple fact 
that it would prove that the only certainty 
left in life is that the Yankees will always 
suck—even worse than a Lil’ Kim 
album.
GRADE: D+
Free at last
Pig Lib faces a promising future by 
stepping away from the frontman’s past
typecasting.
Pig Lib consciously decides to move 
outside the signature Malkmus/ 
Pavement sound—a step only half­
heartedly taken on 2001’s Stephen 
Malkmus, essentially a solo album of 
material that could very easily have fit 
in on Pavement’s 1999 swan song, 
Terror Twilight. The album shows 
Malkmus relinquishing control (to an 
extent), as The Jicks take the ball, run 
with it and, thankfully, refuse to fumble. 
Keyboardist Mike Clark adds some 
subtle bounce here and there, and the 
rhythm section of John Moen (drums) 
and Joanna Bolme (bass) is super-tight 
throughout. It’s their rocksteady 
backups and dramatically increased hand 
in songwriting that result in the discovery 
of a sound decidedly different from 
Stephen Malkmus' pop friendliness.
What’s makes Pig Lib so ultimately 
refreshing is that it’s an album about 
staying relevant and vital that actually 
sounds relevant and vital, a 47-minute 
alchemy of guitar slinging and forthright 
freshness rarely present in the previous 
Malkmus canon. Whereas some of the
Matador
Steven Malkmus (front) and his new band, the Jicks, take a decided turn for 
the better, with all of Malkmus’s old talent and none of the baggage.
intimacy of Malkmus’s old guitar 
constructions might be missing here, he 
more than makes up for the loss with an 
increased level of intricacy, as well as a 
number of bad-ass and flat-out huge 
guitar solos that indicate the culmination 
of a practiced metamorphosis from 
quirky pop songwriter to nouveau indie 
guitar guru.
Malkmus’s trademark lyrics also 
undergo a shift on Pig Lib, moving from 
mindful irony to straightforward lines 
that pack just as much of a punch. In 
answer to those who say Malkmus’s 
transformation is crazy, he says, “If 
madness comes, so much the better to 
shape” (“Water and a Seat”). 
Unaccepting Pavement lovers are 
reprimanded (“You don’t see me, 
because you won’t change”—“Animal 
Midnight”), as are angry critics (“Now 
it’s all so straight and narrow and the 
skeptics rule the nation ... yes, it’s all 
over your head, so enjoy the dim 
vacation”—“Witch Mountain Bridge”). 
Most importantly, Malkmus’s directness 
cuts clear to his own bone, announcing 
his well-deserved and newly understood 
freedom: “I’ve got the right to fly / I’m 
going to show you the time of your life” 
(“Vanessa from Queens”). Pig Lib once 
and for all identifies Malkmus’s real 
situation—contrary to popular belief, 
he’s as free as free gets; it’s those who 
worship the’past that are trapped; and if 
we’ll only give him the chance, he’ll give 
us a whole new reason to love him.
GRADE: A-
by Dan Devine ’04
Asst. A&E Editor
Stephen Malkmus & The Jicks 
Pig Lib
Matador Records
Nobody wants to be associated with 
one thing forever. It’s sort of boring and 
demeaning to be perpetually 
remembered for just one thing, yet so 
many people fall victim to our cultural
desire for quick, 
easy classification. 
One such casualty is
MUSIC
NOTE
Stephen Malkmus, formerly of 
Pavement, perhaps the best rock band of 
the 1990s. Since their breakup, Malkmus 
has been indelibly tagged as “the guy 
from Pavement,” a songwriter with a 
great past whose time ended when his 
band split. Nobody knows this better 
than Malkmus himself, and there are 
signposts all over Pig Lib, his second 
album with post-Pavement project The 
Jicks, to indicate not only how well he 
understands his position, but just how 
much he wants to move away from that 
kind of stagnant (if reverential)
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Naissance
242 Atwells Avenue 
272-9610
So maybe your idea of fine dining is 
a newly renamed plate of Freedom Fries, 
but don’t get scared off by Naissance’s 
name. Yes, the word is French, but 
there’s much more to this restaurant than 
the combinations of snails and seafood 
you might envision at first glance. In 
fact, much of Naissance’s menu seems 
inspired by the Spanish tapas tradition 
in its selection of creative and filling 
appetizers. It’s also known for its 
fondues, available both for meals and 
dessert. The restaurant’s eclectic 
combination of foods is a nice change 
from the majority of its cousins on 
Federal Hill, but isn’t there a freak in 
every family?
Atmosphere: A quaint, old-world 
feeling greets you outside Naissance, and 
its subdued colors outside are a nice 
change from some of the neon signs that 
scream out along Federal Hill. Inside, 
rich colors decorate the walls and dim 
lights create a warm, somewhat romantic 
atmosphere. The small dining room is 
cozy, so you can easily get close to your 
fellow diners if the cheesy, early-90’s 
love songs playing inspire you. It’s a 
little problematic to sit back and enjoy 
the art on the walls as Whitney Houston 
croons, but maybe no management 
decision can please everyone.
Selection: Naissance has an elaborate 
menu to accommodate many tastes. 
Entrees involving veal and chicken are 
fairly standard—the prices at Naissance
KELLY MACK ’04/ The Cowl
are not necessarily an attractive reason 
to seek out their regular meals. The 
selection of lighter fare is impressive in 
its range between things like fresh 
bruschetta and marinated thin steak. 
Plate sizes also make the appetizer menu 
a good reason to choose Naissance for 
tapas-style dining: everyone at the table 
can order a unique small plate, share, and 
get a meal from it. There’s also a 
selection of individual-sized pizzas with 
reasonable prices and different toppings. 
If you want something more exciting, the 
fondue menu offers options for both 
dinner and dessert. Each fondue comes 
with one sauce and a balance of 
ingredients for dipping.
Quality: The ingredients Naissance uses 
seem remarkably fresh. One appetizer, 
sesame chicken tenderloins, consists of 
good quality chicken breaded lightly in 
sesame seeds. On its own the chicken is 
slightly boring, but it is served with two 
sauces that balance each other out: a 
spicy ginger-plum sauce and a sweet 
honey-sesame sauce. The taste of the 
first sauce seems more appropriate for 
Christmas parties than springtime, but it 
still works to enhance the chicken. 
Crunchy noodles and a bed of lettuce 
make the plate more attractive as well. 
A second course of fondue gets much 
more elaborate, as it requires a special 
setup before the food can even make its 
appearance. A three-tiered metal rack 
holds the plates of dipping materials, 
while a separate candle arrives for the 
sauce. The Honey Brown fondue meal 
is a delicious choice. Although the 
dipping sauce of Gruyere, cheddar, and 
Honey Brown beer has an almost gritty 
texture that requires some adjustment, it 
tastes surprisingly good warmed on a 
variety of foods. Naissance serves soft 
foccacia bread, Granny Smith apple 
slices, and broccoli in generous, fresh 
portions in this meal. Grilled summer 
squash and zucchini finish off the list of 
ingredients; though the softer vegetables 
provide a change from the other foods, 
they would be better for dipping if they 
were crisper and not lukewarm. Order a 
drink if you want to top off the food with 
something: whether it’s the city’s fault 
or not, the water tastes noticeably 
strange.
Service: It’s hard to judge service when 
few tables in a restaurant are full, since 
the waitstaff probably gets bored without 
checking up on diners. Even so, 
Naissance’s waiters seem to have a 
decent clue about what’s on the plates 
and when to ask whether you like it.
Affordability: As far as $20 entrees are 
concerned, Naissance isn’t the place to 
go for the veal parmesan you’ve been 
meaning to eat when there are more 
exciting and affordable selections 
available. For small plates and fondue, 
prices get a little cheaper. The fondue 
setup is a little under $20 and feeds two 
people, possibly three if you’ve had 
appetizers or you’re only sampling. 
Lighter fare is under $10 for generous 
portions.
Overall: A trip to Naissance could be 
disappointing if, for example, you’re a 
food geek and you’ve looked online and 
picked out your meal before you even 
arrive at the restaurant, because the print 
menu with which you are presented in 
person is much more expansive but also 
totally different. The changes aren’t bad, 
and maybe the restaurant needed a 
facelift or chefs alternate between menus 
for variety. It seems evident that 
regardless of the food you choose, 
Naissance will provide fresh ingredients 
to convince you that Granny Smith apple 
slices dipped in warm cheese and beer 
really can be elegant and taste good. 
GRADE: A
Teleflora
Federal Hill Florist
154 Atwells Avenue 
Providence, Rhode Island 02903
• Fresh Flower Arrangements • Silk Arrangements
• Weddings & Funerals • Roses
• Balloons & Gifts • Flowering and foliage Plants
All Major Credit Cards Accepted
“We Deliver”
Federal Hill Florist located on historic Federal Hill was
recently purchased by Donna Lee Maxwell. This is a full 
service florist with a retail shop and delivery service.
Teleflora and FTD wiring services are a great advantage 
for students, faculty, and staff wishing to send flowers 
out-of-state.
Donna Lee Maxwell
'92 SCE & '98 Grad 
President and New Owner of
REMEMBER TO ORDER FLOWERS: 
APRIL 20TH EASTER 
APRIL 23RD SECRETARIES DAY 
MAY 11TH MOTHERS DAY 
MAY18TH COMMENCEMENT
Federal Hill Florist, Inc.
1 (800) 325-3430 (401) 421-3430
Taste of the Town
with Megan Gaffney ’03 
A&E Staff
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Dreamcatcher a nightmare
Lawrence Kasdan’s latest film just adds to the long line of 
botched Stephen King adaptations
by Kelly Mack ’04
A&E Editor
Dreamcatcher makes the same 
mistake as so many other films that have 
been adapted from Stephen King novels: 
it tries to make a visual out of 
Dreamcatcher doesn’t start out so 
badly. Director Lawrence Kasdan does 
a good job of creating a tense 
atmosphere from the beginning while 
introducing us to Henry, Beaver, Jonesy, 
and Pete (played by Thomas Jane, Jason 
Lee, Damian Lewis, and Timothy 
Olyphant), four friends who have had a 
mysterious psychic connection since 
childhood. The audience is kept in 
suspense as it is given snippets of 
background information, the most 
important of which is the eerie 
appearance of a young boy when Jonesy 
is hit by a car.
Cut to several months later, when the 
four friends go on a hunting trip in the 
woods of Maine and the plot begins to 
unfold. If you see the movie, this is 
where you should leave and go buy the 
book. The friends witness animals 
fleeing the woods, and Morgan Freeman 
makes his appearance in a helicopter, 
announcing that the area has been- 
quarantined. From what, you ask? 
Turns out aliens have invaded rural 
Maine and are infecting everything with 
self-replicating worms with a lot of very 
sharp teeth. Take a moment and read that 
sentence again: self-replicating worms 
with sharp teeth. Thanks. This is a prime 
example of the King creatures that are 
scary on the page and funny on the 
screen. Freeman is there as a psycho 
Army colonel who's been hunting these 
creatures for most of his career and will 
kill any number of civilians to stop them. 
Of course, the four friends are the only 
ones who can figure out how to stop 
them, with help from the childhood 
friend who gave them their psychic 
powers.
While it is the utter non-scariness of 
the alien creatures on-screen that is the 
movie’s biggest downfall, it is also 
plagued by a shoddy plot and poorly 
developed characters. All of the 
supernatural occurrences in the movie 
have to be taken at face value, as no 
background or explanations are offered 
for any of them. In the world of a 
Stephen King novel, this might be 
acceptable as part of a novel’s inherent 
need for suspension of belief, but 
Dreamcatcher the movie doesn’t work 
hard enough to accomplish that, 
throwing its audience into a realistic 
world and then throwing in twists that 
don’t quite cut it.
The characters don’t quite cut it either, 
most noticeably in the case of Morgan 
Freeman’s character, Colonel Abraham 
Curtis. His character has no history, and 
the other characters in the movie seem 
to think he is crazier than the audience 
has reason to believe—our only 
indication is his demand for extreme 
loyalty from the soldiers who serve under 
him. An interesting twist, however, is 
Freeman as a “bad guy,” when he so 
often plays a crime-stopper. This could 
be a strong new direction for Freeman
Castle Rock
Are you thinking what I’m thinking?: The cast of Dreamcatcher looks 
forebodingly at their movie’s namesake.
and a departure from his usual roles, but 
if it is, that’s only hinted at in 
Dreamcatcher. Maybe it’s the directing, 
but he doesn’t do as much with the role 
as he could—his obsession could be a 
very scary addition to the movie, but ends 
up being boring because the character is 
so shallow.
Jonesy is the character with the most 
screen time, as the friend whose mind and 
body are taken over by Mr. Gray, the 
“leader” alien on a mission to infect the 
whole world with those toothy worms. 
What is supposed to be an intense 
struggle between Jonesy and the alien 
ends up being nothing more than Lewis 
making faces and alternating accents as 
the two characters argued. The audience 
never gets the sense that Jonesy is really 
being controlled, only that Mr. Gray 
speaks through him.
As a side note, Donnie Wahlberg plays 
“Duddits,” the adult version of the boys’ 
childhood friend. He has a relatively 
THE MURDERERS:
small role at the end of the movie 
(though it is important to the plot), and 
looks very much like the sickly 
character he plays in the beginning of 
The Sixth Sense—blink and you’ll miss 
that it’s him.
Overall, Dreamcatcher is an awful 
mess of a movie. It can’t carry scariness 
all the way through, its plot is 
convoluted, and its characters are 
shallow. We should be able to expect 
more from Kasdan, with such films as 
The Empire Strikes Back, and Return of 
the Jedi on his resume. By the end of 
the movie, the audience is just tired of 
watching it. Just a note to Stephen King: 
how much are they paying you? Trust 
me, it’s not enough to compensate for 
the historically bad films they make out 
of your novels. Get a bid for creative 
control or make them take your name 
off the movie—just don’t let them 
shame you like this.
GRADE: F
Check out
TheCowl.com
for more WDOM concert 
pictures
Stephen King has 
some incredibly 
creepy novels, and
some of them (like Stanley Kubrick’s 
The Shining) are just as scary on film. 
But so often (The Langoliers, Salem’s 
Lot, Thinner), the frightening becomes 
laughable, as the films just can’t capture 
the infinite horrors of King’s (and his 
readers’) imagination. In Dreamcatcher, 
that is exactly what happens, and the 
result is two-and-a-half hours of a 
terrible movie.
MOVIE
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The Unshared Stories: The conclusion
by Aislinn Martin ’05 
Portfolio Staff
Caroline never had the chance to sit 
on the front porch like her mother had. 
She imagined her mother young, with a 
large straw hat, 
SHORT sipping lemonade 
STORY from a perspiring 
glass, her feet and white dress hanging 
over the edge of the porch, and stray light 
slipping through the panels of wood and 
shedding light on the darkness trapped 
underneath. As a young girl, Caroline 
would climb out of her window and 
dangle her legs off the edge. She found 
that if there had still been a porch then 
she could have easily slipped out onto the 
roof and climbed down to the floor to 
make a late night escape. She guessed 
that her mother had done this, but she 
never asked about it. She had stopped 
sitting on her window ledge’one night a 
few years ago when Mr. Campbell almost 
caught her. He had heard something and 
had turned around to only catch a glimpse 
of her feet swinging back in. He had 
stood there and stared a long time at her 
window puzzling over whether or not 
someone had been there, the gardening 
hose frozen in his hand, the water pouring 
down, forming a tiny muddy lake beneath 
his petunias.
Many things have never been 
discussed and happen under a shroud of 
darkness. Her father left on a rainy night. 
She listened to her parents yelling 
upstairs, a door slam, the sound of his 
heavy footsteps coming down the stairs. 
She was eating dinner under the soft light 
of the overhead lamp when he leaned 
over her and put his hand on her forehead 
and kissed the top of her head. Then he 
left. She did not discuss the divorce with 
her father when she stayed with him 
during the weekends, and her mother’s 
solemn eyes warned her to never bring it 
up. A week after he had left, Caroline 
was out one evening driving with her
Synchronicity: View from the seventh hole
the backyard
SHORT
STORY
by Jennifer Skala ’05 
Portfolio Editor
"'Please stay on the line, your call is 
important to us. ” Evelyn gazed out into 
through the kitchen 
window, cordless 
phone pressed 
against her ear. She 
had been on hold for almost ten minutes; 
the monotonous elevator music was 
periodically interrupted to have a robot 
remind her of her importance.
Outside, Sam was on the swing set— 
his stomach over the seat and legs 
dragging in the sand. He was intently 
focused on the ground beneath him and 
seemed to study it with each swing. 
Evelyn was always a little nervous when 
he was in the backyard. She was afraid 
some stray golf ball would come flying 
over the fence and hit him. She never 
wanted to live behind the golf course 
because she thought it was dangerous, 
but her husband had loved the idea. He 
convinced her that living near a golf 
course would surely increase the value 
of the house and it would be easy to sell 
if they ever wanted to move. Not to 
mention he was an avid goiter who was 
beside himself over the idea of being so 
close by. The beauty of the lush green
KRISTIN ELLIS ‘05/The Cowl
friend. They were stopped at a light 
when her mother drove up in the car 
beside them. Caroline waved, but then 
realized her mother’s shoulders were 
hunched and shaking. The red light 
caught the side of her face and her 
brown hair, blowing slightly. Caroline 
felt like she had trespassed on a secret 
and revealing moment for her mother; 
she chose never to bring it up.
There was also precious little that 
Caroline knew about the lives of the 
people who had lived in this house 
before her. Most things were told to her 
by her uncle Ben over long distance 
phone calls from New York. The more 
intimate aspects of lives were pieced 
together in Caroline’s mind from a 
broach, wrapped in faded pink silk, 
found tucked in the back of the drawer 
of her mother’s dresser or from the black 
and white photograph of her 
grandmother perched on the mantle. 
Sometimes when she had been very 
young, Caroline would climb up onto 
her mother’s lap and snuggle her head 
GOOGLE
hills was undeniable but didn’t do much 
to pacify her nerves...
The rest of Sam’s unfinished 
macaroni and cheese was dumped down 
the drain and the dish was washed out. 
Evelyn’s patience was being to wane 
and she carelessly tossed the dish back 
into the cabinet. “Sorry to keep you 
waiting, Mrs. Conrad. Mr. Conrad 
seems to be out of the office and we’re 
unable to get a hold of him.” She sighed 
and thanked the secretary through 
clenched teeth. Amanda would be 
getting out of soccer in less than half an 
hour and Evelyn had to bring Sam to 
the dentist. He always does this, she 
thought. He was always leaving the 
office and was “unable” to be reached. 
beneath her mother’s chin and would 
elicit some story from the past. These 
stories would grow more elaborate until 
every room had a history, every corner 
had the lure of a stolen kiss and every 
window had been a place where 
someone had dreamed.
In the morning, when Caroline woke 
up there was a slight breeze coming in 
through her bedroom window. The heat 
had broken somewhat during the course 
of the night. Four weeks from today, 
Caroline would be getting married at the 
Lutheran church downtown. Jack had 
offered her the ring one afternoon while 
they were sitting together in his car. The 
air conditioner had been blowing, and 
they had been laughing over something, 
she couldn’t remember exactly what, 
when he had suddenly asked her. Flecks 
of white light and stunted rainbows were 
reflecting off the ceiling of his car when 
she had told him she would. She 
remembered the way he had leaned 
toward her as if to tell her something. 
She had liked the way that he told her
Samuel looked up with 
apologetic eyes at his glaring 
mother... Evelyn could barely 
keep herself from screaming 
as the pre-recorded 
message came on the line, 
“We're sorry... ”
---------------------------------- "
Sam was now dragging his hands and 
feet in the sand, draped over the swing 
like a rag doll. “Sam, stop that!” she 
sternly called out. A vision of a dirty 
Sam leaving grubby handprints on her 
beige walls raced through her mind as 
she dialed his cell phone. "We’re sorry, 
the cellular customer you are trying to 
reach is currently outside the range. ” 
She immediately redialed as she picked 
up the matchbox cars Sam left strewn 
about the living room. "We’re sorry, the 
cellular customer you are trying to 
reach... ” Her lips were now pursed, as 
they always were when she was on the 
verge of losing her patience. The cars 
were thrown into the toy box and Evelyn 
looked out the window to call Sam 
things about himself. He had told her 
about his parents, his job, but he had also 
told her about the time he had decided 
to run away to live with a family with 
more than one child so that he could have 
brothers and sisters. She liked hearing 
these types of things the most. She was 
collecting these stories like jewels inside 
of her.
Jack is taking her out tonight. He’s 
taking her to hear a folk singer at a local 
club. She stands in front of her bedroom 
mirror, collecting her straight brown hair 
at the nape of her neck with a barrette. 
The daises lean over into the reflection, 
to complete the framed portrait of a 
frightened woman.
At nine o’clock, he came up the white 
front steps of the blue farmhouse. He 
caught the door between his hands and 
let himself swing slightly with the door 
toward her. His brown hair hung in his 
dark eyes. It was long, reaching to his 
jawbone, and curled slightly in the humid 
weather enough so that both his mother 
and Caroline’s mother disapproved. His 
face was angular in the moonlight. His 
eyes looked like dark pools of water and 
his skin looked bluish-gray. Walking to 
the car, the pale white light caught the 
profile of his face and the soft hair on 
his arms. He was wearing a white t-shirt, 
it was the one thing that seemed to fit 
him best and though her mother 
disapproved, Caroline did not. Her eyes 
rested on his parted lips, and she could 
feel a pounding in her chest.
They walked down a narrow wood 
staircase to get to the club, which was 
crowded and lit with yellow light. The 
walls were a light green halfway from 
the bottom up and the other half was a 
light yellow. Two abstract paintings with 
thick black lines and splashes of bold 
color hung on the walls and above a
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inside. "We’re sorry, the cellular 
customer... " The empty swing seat was 
gently rocking back and forth and Evelyn 
followed the trail of sand and little 
footprints to the snack cabinet in the 
kitchen. Samuel looked up with 
apologetic eyes at his glaring mother, 
who had her arms crossed and the phone 
still pressed between her shoulder and 
her ear. Evelyn could barely keep herself 
from screaming as the pre-recorded 
message came on the line, "We’re 
sorry..."
***
It was a beautiful day for 18 holes of 
golf. Unfortunately, Tom only had time 
for nine. In all actuality, he didn’t have 
time for any but he made time on a day 
like today. Tom approached the green 
for the seventh hole with a smug smile 
on his face— he knew what was coming 
next. “I can’t believe this is the view for 
your backyard, you jerk!” exclaimed one 
of the men in his foursome.
“Well, I do what I can,” Tom 
chuckled as. he teed up.
Tom always loved to play his “home” 
course when he went out golfing with
GOLF/Page 24
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Poetry Corner
The Patriotic Act
by Christopher Parcels ’04
Portfolio Staff
Sonnet 41 — Why to the themes 
recurring poets turn
by Sara Schepis ’04
Portfolio Staff
She named her dog “Imperialist”
Because eccentricity was her thing,
And besides, she had always liked Westerns— 
The kind where John Wayne lays down the law 
Vigilante style.
On Tuesdays, she’d drive home from her job
At the Raytheon plant in her SUV.
Dinner from BK: a whopper, and those
Delicious freedom fries (not French—
How dare you even suggest such a thing).
She loves that reality TV.
People in real situations—
When do you get to see that?
Never, it seems,
For life has grown quite surreal lately.
She cries at night, sometimes,
When the moon is hazy, lazy, far away.
It’s because she remembers
When she used to stand for something,
On a pedestal, head (and torch) held high.
But now, they say, we fight for freedom
For a people so far away.
They deserve the same rights as us, they say,
But she thinks differently:
They deserve better.
And so do we, she thinks.
We were supposed to be the greatest,
And she was our symbol,
Our guiding light.
Now the only light that guides us is
The ever-present glow of the TV screen.
Is this all that she (and we) have become?
Consumerist, mindless, gutless, hopeless?
So reactionary as to rename foods?
So blind to our own heritage
As to stifle opposing views?
Voltaire once said (beware: he’s French),
“I may not agree with what you have to say,
But I will defend to the death your right to say it.” 
I thought that s the kind of freedom we wanted 
To give to the Iraqis.
But how can we give them
Something we don’t have ourselves?
Disagreement keeps us honest.
If you’re truly an American,
You’ll respect my voice
Even if you’d rather not listen.
That is the truest Patriotic act.
How may my colder pen trace hearts alive? 
Not suffer subjects mock or dusty fraud, 
Not tinged with poison pride or metered flawed? 
We live from deeper wells (and must to thrive) 
Than even fathom logs could quickly dive. 
In saying what I would, distressed or awed, 
Must quest for words to strengthen or applaud — 
Why ever at undying themes arrive? *
For stars in darkness always hold their part: 
New only in the labor and the day
For seasons ripple by and bear away 
The faded novelties of careless art.
Eternal song does to eternals flow
In hopes to glean a glimpse and seeing — glow.
Profile
by Joan Barker ’04
Assoc. Editor-in-Chief
~ I looked at the wall,
and it looked at me -
There is a man inside my wall 
With sunken eyes and balding hair 
The shade of his skin: pale and fair 
He’s perfect for this casting call
Hazel eyes and a simple grin
He tilts his look to study me
His image; one I cannot see
Quite as much as the paint he’s in.
Not to pry, a hint of consent
I’ve done him wrong and here I sit 
He knows all I cannot admit.
Mister, why, you seem so content.
The light has picked a place to fall 
Upon a face that reads me through 
A mister that I never knew
There is a man inside my wall.
Careers for W r i t e r s
Sponsored by the Office of Career Services
Panelists working in writing-based 
fields speak about how to prepare for 
and break into areas such as:
Communications 
Publishing 
Journalism 
Speech Writing
Editing
Public Relations 
Technical Writing 
Media
And More!
Wednesday 
April 9 
4:00 to 5:00 p.m. 
Glass Room 
Slavin Center
The
DAY OF SILENCE 
Project
April 9th, 2003 
Contact'SHEPARD, 865-1631, for more 
information.
www.dayofsilence.org
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Club: Music and memories of Monet
" _______________
She rested her head against his 
shoulder, and he cupped her 
hand in his...On a thin dirt path 
between the roses and lilacs, 
she had suddenly felt possessed 
to lie down.
continued from page 22
fireplace there were framed album covers 
of old jazz and folk musicians whom 
neither Caroline nor Jack recognized. It 
was a small, one roomed basement with 
as many tables and chairs squeezed in 
the limited space as possible. They 
arrived late and sat in the back. The man 
on the stage was older and a song about 
his hometown filled the room. He talked 
about his next door neighbor’s 
idiosyncrasies, the drifters, the vagrants, 
the town oddities and his. own dinner 
table. The guitar sounded too exotic for 
home, it sounded like India but Caroline 
found his stories were universal, she 
could relate to the tones of his voice.
The singer went off the stage after a 
45-minute set. He promised the clapping 
hands that he would return in about 15 
minutes. Another rountl of drinks was 
ordered by the patient crowd.
Jack leaned toward her. “Caroline, 
how do you like it so far?”
“He’s amazing, I think I know the 
town that he’s singing about. He makes
Mad Libs: online and in love
by Katie McBrine ’04
Portfolio Staff
To: Gretchengurl23@moo.com
From: Suavesteyen666@pinchme.com 
Subject: Forgive me, baby!
it seem so familiar.”
“I thought that you’d like this place.”
“Are you having a good time?”
“Yes, I’ve actually seen him perform 
before.”
“Really? I didn’t think that you’d 
ever heard of him.”
“I’ve actually been listening to this 
guy for years. Before my dad passed 
away, he took me to see him in Atlanta. 
This folk singer was his favorite 
musician in college. He went to Rhode 
Island to see him in Newport one 
summer.”
“You’re kidding? He actually went 
up from Georgia? Well, it was a 
different world back then, I suppose.”
“He drove up in his father’s old 
Chevy truck with a couple of his friends 
from town. They would pull over at 
night into parking lots and sleep in the 
back of the truck.” .
“God, it was a different world.”
“I think that he loved to hear stories. 
Sometimes I think that if my dad hadn’t 
loved stories so much, then I probably 
never would be a journalist.”
“There’s something incredible about 
someone getting up onto a stage and 
sharing parts of his life with people he’s 
never met. And by the end of each song 
you feel that you know something about 
him. It’s rare to hear such things about a 
life. Isn’t it?”
“I don’t think so.” He smiled warmly 
at her. She rested her head against his 
shoulder, and he cupped her hand in his. 
His skin felt like soft petals. She 
remembered sneaking one night into Mr. 
Campbell’s backyard. He was away to 
visit his sister and had given strict 
instructions on watering his garden. It 
was the first time she had ever been in 
his backyard and she was startled to find 
Monet’s garden in Georgia. It was a 
garden every amateur gardener on the 
street resented with a passion. On a thin 
dirt path between the roses and lilacs, she 
had suddenly felt possessed to lie down.. 
In a gust of wind, various petals flew 
wildly just above like white moths 
fluttering over her— they hovered, then 
glided down landing on her arms and 
face. She rested her head on Jack’s 
shoulder and wanted so badly to tell him 
about it.
Golf: A perfect 
scene?
continued from page 22
friends. He would mention that he lived 
near the seventh hole when they first 
started playing but spent the next couple 
of hours downplaying the scenery and 
the panorama of the course from his 
house.
“What time is it?” asked one of the 
guys.
“It’s almost four,” replied another.
“It’s not like you have anywhere to 
go— the paperwork will still be waiting 
for you at the office after we finish up,” 
Tom retorted, although he had an odd 
feeling that he had somewhere to be.
Tom took a few practice swings as 
his friends were still shaking their heads 
thinking about his view. The house was 
worth the exorbitant amount it cost for 
the bragging rights alone. A haughty 
smile crept across his face as he admired 
the pristine landscape he looked at every 
single day. It was a perfect scene.
With precise form, Tom raised the 
driver behind him. As the club cut 
gracefully through the air, the cell phone 
in Tom’s pocket started to vibrate. The 
sensation startled him and he flinched 
as the driver connected with the golfball. 
Tom watched as the ball sliced through 
the air at a sharp angle. It flew in between 
a pair of trees and over a sand trap. Tom 
stood with mouth agape as the ball 
soared over a chain link fence and right 
through his living room window...
Gretch,
I am very sorry I forgot to (verb) last night. It was very selfish of me. I know 
you must think that I am a total (insulting noun), and you are definitely right. 
Guys can be such (another insulting noun: plural) sometimes. It could be worse— 
you could be dating (any guy from MTV’s Fraternity Life}.
But while you are mad at me, I thought I would make an additional (adjective) 
confession. Last weekend, when I told you I was going to (innocent place of 
wholesome recreation). I really went to (incriminating place of debauchery and 
depravity) with (guv/girl of ill repute). I know I lied to you, and I’m really 
sorry. However, I did manage to win (number) bucks betting on the (human/ 
animal/ mobile creature) racing there. I’ll take you somewhere nice with that, 
baby.
And I know by this time you must be forgetting why you love me so much. 
Just don’t forget that time I took you to (swanky, trashy bar). Or the day I 
picked you up from class in my sweet (any car that Jeff Fox worthy would own) 
and surprised you with that (old woman brand name) sweater from (department 
store). And that scantily clad 8-by-10 signed glossy of (any Bay watch/beer 
commercial/ Girls Gone Wild Superstar) you found under my bed last week 
was totally not mine.
So, my pet, allow me to treat you to a few drinks at (PC bar of your choice) 
tonight.
Want to Join The Cowl?
come to...
THE COWL INFO SESSION
Next Tuesday in the Glass Room 
(Slavin 212) at 7 p.m.
Providence Friars 
Women’s Basketball 
TEAM IS LOOKING FOR A 
TEAM MANAGER
Love, 
Steven
P.S. My roomies are gone for the night, so maybe you could come over after, 
give me a foot rub and we could watch (Super-blood-spilling, sports-centered 
film, devoid of any romance/ artistic merit whatsoever).
You could become an integral part of 
Friars Women’s Basketball!!!
Your presence is requested at the.... 
Travel with the team which includes a trip to 
sunny California.
 Access to all Women’s Basketball Events.
8th Annual
Student Recognition Award 
Reception
When: Thursday, April 24th at 
4:00 pm 
Where: in McPhail’s
Please help us recgonize our 
outstanding leaders!
Team travel benefits include meals, lodging, 
and per diem.
Looking for team oriented individuals willing to 
dedicate themselves to becoming the best managers 
in the Big East Conference. Interest in attaining 
management experience desirable. Video recording 
and editing skills are a huge plus. Commitment is the 
#1 priority. Take advantage of this opportunity to 
become a part of something special.
Call Coach Hall to arrange an interview. 
Positions will be open until filled.
Ext. 2528 
ahall@providence.edu
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What class were you suprised wasn’t listed 
in the course catalogue this year?
“Advanced Senior Capstone: The Golden Girls.” 
Briana Falconer ’05 Sue Bayly ’05
“The History of the Keg-Stand.” 
Guiness Guys ’03
“I am really disapointed that The 
Development of Western Civilization 
parts 5, 6, 7, and 8 are not offered.” 
Marcus DiNatale ’05
“Sociology of the Walk of Shame. 
Prerequisite: The Art of Fake IDs.” 
Sheila Powers ’04
“The Philosophy of Spooning.” 
Gerry Rincon ’06
“Circus Freaks 101.”
Kim Baker ’03 Meg Pallanti ’03
Zack and Kelly
“I’m So Excited: Caffeine Pills and You.”
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The PC Scoreboard
Scores • Standings • Statistics • Schedules • Standouts
Standouts
Adam Sutton
Men’s Track 
Senior — Preston, England 
Sutton led the Friars at the Raleigh Relays last week­
end at North Carolina State University with a 
third-place finish in the 5000-meter relay in a 
time of 14:10.29.
Roisin McGettigan 
Women’s Track 
Senior — Wicklow, Ireland
McGettigan recorded a first-place finish in the 
1500-meter run in a time of 4:24.72 at the Raleigh 
Relays held March 28 and 29.
Scores
Saturday 3/29
Tennis at Stony Brook L5-2
Lacrosse vs. Vermont L 6-4
Softball at Boston College L6-0
L3-1
Sunday 3/30
Softball at Connecticut Postponed
Monday 3/31
Lacrosse vs. Canisius W 5-4 (OT)
Wednesday 4/2
Lacrosse vs. Harvard L5-4
Softball at Boston University L3-0
Schedules
Thursday 4/3
Tennis at Connecticut 3 p.m.
Friday 4/4
Women’s Track at UConn Invitational Ind Results
Saturday 4/5
Softball vs. Notre Dame
Tennis vs Fordham
Men’s Track at UConn Invitational
Lacrosse at VMI
11 a.m.
I p.m.
Ind Results
II a.m.
Sunday 4/6
Softball vs. Syracuse
Tennis vs. New Hampshire
11 a.m.
1 p.m.
Wednesday 4/9 
Lacrosse at Holy Cross 7 p.m.
Standings
Men’s Lacrosse Statistics Softball Statistics
PLAYER GP G A Pts PLAYER At Bat Avg. Hits HR RBI
Meehan, Jon 6 5 5 10 Romero, Elena 47 .383 18 0 9
Hollister,John 6 5 5 10 Karsnia, Jackie 47 .362 17 0 5
Giuntini, Dan 4 5 4 9 Willette, Michelle 48 .292 14 0 5
Kornobis, Kevin 6 6 2 8 Bartholomew, Nicole 18 .278 5 0 2
Krasnica, David 6 3 4 7 Treveloni, Jaclyn 45 .222 10 2 10
Bosco, Frank 6 1 4 5 Petersen, Melissa 45 .222 1 0 7
Dunphy, Skip 2 1 3 4 Van Dusen, Cori 46 .217 10 2 5
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Softball doesn’t come to play
by Stephanie LaCharite ’06
Sports Staff
Although the sun was 
shining on the Providence 
College softball team’s 
performance over spring break, 
it wasn’t shining quite so 
brightly on the Friars upon their 
return to New England for their 
home opener and the first games 
of their Big East schedule.
SOFTBALL
After the 
team reached a 
“confidence
high” after spending spring 
break in Florida, it came back
for its home opener, a match­
up last Wednesday with a 
familiar face—Quinnipiac, a 
team that the Friars played and 
defeated 10-0 in Florida. The 
Bobcats came to Providence
ready to play and ready to win, 
and that’s just what they did in 
the first game of the double­
header. defeating PC 4-3 in 10 
innings.
Quinnipiac pulled ahead 
from a first inning 1-0 deficit 
with a three-run third inning. 
The Friars countered, scoring in 
both the third and sixth innings 
to force extra play, but fell in 
the 10th inning when the 
Bobcats scored on PC’s failed
attempt to throw behind a 
runner on second base.
“We were playing timid, 
playing not to make a mistake,” 
said Head Coach Dana Fulmer
of the first game. “We did not 
play with enough confidence; it 
was surprising we played so 
many innings because we 
played so badly.”
The second game of the
doubleheader, however, was a 
different story. The Friars broke 
a scoreless tie in the fifth inning 
on a home run by sophomore 
Jaclyn Treveloni and were 
ahead 2-1 after six innings, 
when the game was ended due 
to darkness. Despite the fact that 
junior pitcher Cori Van Dusen 
pitched strongly throughout— 
registering a no-hitter for five 
and two-thirds innings, Fulmer 
was unhappy with PC’s overall 
performance.
“[They] made some things 
happen,” said Fulmer. “There 
were a few good performances, 
a couple kids were doing the 
job, but as a team, we just didn’t 
show up.”
“This was a different 
Quinnipiac than we saw in 
Florida,” added Treveloni, 
whose single in the bottom of 
the fifth gave the Friars the win. 
“We didn’t play well, we made 
some mental mistakes, but 
that’s what happens when you 
don’t bring you’re A-game.”
Some mental mistakes can 
be attributed to nerves, with PC 
having freshmen in the lineup 
out on Raymond field for the 
first time in a Friar uniform, 
being excited and nervous. 
Additionally, the Friars had nine 
days of rest since returning from 
the road trip down south—a 
layoff that may have also 
contributed to problems on the 
field.
PC had a chance to redeem 
itself from its effort last week, 
opening up its Big East 
Conference schedule this 
weekend against Boston 
College. Going into the games,
the Friars knew that, like most 
conference contests, a challenge 
lied ahead—but once again, 
they didn’t come to play.
Providence came out rather 
sluggish in the first game, 
managing only two hits overall, 
while the Eagles scored two 
runs in both the first and second 
innings and one run apiece in 
the fifth and sixth innings 
enroute to defeating PC 6-0. 
Additionally, the Friars dropped 
the second game, falling to BC 
3-1.
The team’s performance in 
the second game was very 
similar to that of the second 
game against Quinnipiac, three 
days earlier.
While in the first game, the 
team was warming up and 
getting ready to play, the second 
game featured a stronger 
performance. The Friars got on 
the board early, taking a 1-0 lead 
into the top of the second 
inning, behind Van Dusen’s 
second home run of the season.
Sophomore Nicole 
Bartholomew pitched five 
scoreless innings before the 
Eagles scored three runs in the 
sixth. But while there were 
some strong individual 
performances, the team as a 
whole just didn’t show up.
“Our hitting wasn’t 
aggressive, but defensively, we 
learned a lot,” said freshman 
Elena Romero. “We must step 
up and play, we going into better 
competition and we’ve got to 
step it up.”
While it’s still early in the 
year, PC’s short-term goal is to 
qualify for the Big East
JOHN ENGLISHMEN ’03/The Cowl
Sophomore Nicole Bartholomew threw five scoreless innings 
against Boston College. PC lost the game, 3-1.
Tournament at the end of the 
regular season, and these first 
two Big East losses against BC 
are somewhat of a setback and 
a disappointment to the Friars.
“It’s disappointing to lose in 
the Big East,” said Fulmer. 
“BC’s a strong team and we 
expect to see them in the top 
four. They worked our batters 
and outplayed us in every 
aspect.”
As the team moves on with 
its schedule, it will face Boston 
University, Notre Dame, and 
Syracuse—teams that will be 
some of its toughest 
competition this season—the 
minds of the Friars are all on the
same page.
“We’re trying to get our 
game back,” said sophomore 
Jackie Karsnia. “We need to 
fine tune and the more we play 
together, the better we will do.” 
The Friars know their 
mistakes and what they need to 
improve upon. But after having 
one of the best opening seasons 
in years playing in Florida 
against tough competition, they 
are also aware of just how well 
they can play. So as the season 
moves on and the competition 
gets harder, the team is working 
at improving and “getting their 
game back.”
CLASSIFI EDS
APARTMENTS HELP WANTED HELP WANTED
Apartments for Rent! Pembroke Ave 
near PC 1st, 2nd, 3rd, floors 3 Large 
Bedrooms, new kitchen appliances, 
stove, refrigerator, dishwasher, new gas 
baseboard heat, and gas hot water, new 
bathrooms. Secure area with lighted 
parking. $1100 per month Call 274- 
7763
SMOKING AND MEMORY STUDY: The Brown 
University Center for Alcohol and Addiction Studies is 
recruiting individuals to participate in a research study of 
cigarette smoking and memory. To participate, individuals 
must be between 18-24 years of age and smoke cigarettes 
daily. The research project will involve completing 
questionnaires and a computerized memory task at the 
Center for Alcohol and Addiction Studies. 
Reimbursement for participation is $30. If interested, 
please contact Dr. Chad Gwaltney at 444-1832.
Want to be in a Movie? I am a 
shooting a Documentary about 
life at Providence College, and I 
need students to interview.
If you are interested, please call 
3716 and ask for Chris.
RESUMES FIRST delivers 
professionally written, high 
impact resumes and cover letters 
for your job search. Affordable 
student packages. 
www.resumesfirst.com 
932-1187.
One Bedroom Apt. for Rent. 
Academy Ave. near LaSalle. Private, 
secure. $600 per month includes 
utilities. Need security & references. 
Call Chris at 331-1871.
Marketing Agency seeks High Energy Individuals for 
Marketing & Promoting in Rhode Islands Hottests Night 
Clubs. Must Have Own Vehicle: $15.00 Dollars an Hour. 
Flexible Hours. Call 1-888-477-6668.
www. HausPromotions. com
Two 3-Bedroom Apartments 
Available!!
Located at 16 Eaton Street 
Includes parking and laundry 
Call Dan at 617-331-7222
Want to be seen by over 
4,000 people each week?
This space could be yours! 
Contact The Cowl at 
401-865-2214 about advertising 
in the classified section!
Sports Teams ~ Clubs ~ Student Groups
Earn $l,000-$2,000 this semester with a proven 
CampusFundraiser 3 hour fundraising event. Our 
programs make fundraising easy with no risks. 
Fundraising dates are filling quickly, so get with the 
programs! It works. Contact Campusfundraiser.com at 
(888'1 923-3238. or visit www.camDusfundraiser.com
2-3 Bedroom apartment available 
6/1/03 at 16 Eaton St. $975/month 
includes parking/washer & dryer. 
Contact Jeff @ (781) 209-0435.
FLIGHT SCHOOL WEEKEND 
OFFICE MANAGER 9-5 Answer 
phones, process sales, must be 
friendly, customer oriented & 
have basic computer skills - MS 
Office 736-5115 Melissa.
t king for a 2bdrom -mt or house for 
v ;■-9/1/03.
pi ’1401-556-6116. www.thecowl.com
April 3, 2003 Sports The Cowl 29
Lax: First place in MA AC
continued from back page
am always pleased with our team’s 
effort, but by the end of the game, I saw 
their willingness to compete and their 
great decision making and now they will 
see their reward.”
The game started off in the favor of 
Providence, which jumped out to an 
early one-goal lead behind Kelley’s 
tally. However, the Friars soon cooled 
off, and the Golden Griffins scored two 
goals in the second quarter while 
shutting out the Friars to take a 2-1 lead 
into halftime.
PC came out with intensity in the 
second half, scoring two goals—first by 
Russell, followed by Kelly’s second 
goal. Unfortunately, the Friars also gave 
one up and going into the fourth quarter, 
the game was tied at three goals apiece. 
Canisius opened the final quarter 
quickly, scoring just 54 seconds in, but 
minutes later, Kornobis stepped up and 
scored on an assist from Hollister. With 
the game tied at the end of regulation 
the overtime period was looming.
In overtime it was all Friars, all the 
way. More specifically, it was all 
Hollister. Hollister made the play of the 
day, scoring an unassisted goal only 
1:44 in and the Friars went away with 
the victory, improving to 2-0 in the 
MAAC.
“Well, we knew that we had to keep 
possession and we did,” said Hollister. 
“We just passed it around and the ball 
came to me in a perfect position and I 
just capitalized on the opportunity.”
Vermont came into the game against 
PC looking to avenge a 10-9 loss 
suffered at the hands of Providence last 
year. The task at hand would be difficult 
however, with the Catamounts failing to 
win a game against the Friars at 
Providence since the 1996 season. While 
the home field advantage was on the side 
of the Friars, Vermont held the all time 
series record in their favor, 10-3.
Providence started the game against 
Vermont slowly, allowing the 
Catamounts to jump out to a quick 2-0 
lead after the first quarter. The Friars 
didn’t fare much better in the second 
quarter. While Kornobis scored a goal to 
get Providence on the scoreboard, the 
Friars also gave one up, leaving PC with 
a 3-1 deficit at halftime.
Vermont opened the second half right 
where it ended off the first, scoring a goal 
just 11 seconds into the third quarter, 
giving themselves a three goal advantage. 
Shortly after though, Providence began 
playing with much more intensity, 
shutting out the Catamounts for the 
remainder of third quarter and scoring 
two goals themselves, and also scored one 
goal early into the fourth quarter. 
Altogether, the Friars scored three 
unanswered goals on the Catamounts, 
with the first of the three scored by 
Kornobis. Frank Bosco scored the 
second, followed by Mike Seyer. 
However, during crunch time it was the 
Catamounts that made the plays that had 
to be made and the Friars who didn’t. 
Vermont scored two goals in a 39-second 
period, and the game was virtually over 
for the Friars. Andrew McMinn played 
in the goal for the entire game for the 
Friars, and he finished off with 10 saves.
“They are a very good defensive and 
when they needed to make plays they did, 
and we just didn’t,” said Burdick.
Above: Sophomore 
midfielder Richard 
Kennedy in Saturday’s 
contest against Vermont.
Right: Sophomore Frank 
Bosco scored in the third 
quarter in PC’s 6-4 loss.
Photos by: NORA CASSIDY ’05/The Cowl
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4th 
annual
PC Sports A bright future on the horizon
continued from back page
to Peterson that can be played 
on year-round, while a new 
soccer complex, complete with 
an all-weather track, is planned 
on Hendricken Field. The 
purchase of the Valueland 
property by the College has 
been designated as additional 
practice fields for varsity sports, 
while the current soccer and 
lacrosse field, Glay Field, will 
be opened up for intramural use. 
The varsity weight room was 
redone this fall to recommit the 
program to the strength and 
conditioning of its athletes. The 
student body’s weight room also 
saw vast improvements.
If these plans come to 
fruition, the facilities problem 
at Providence College should be 
one of the past. However, the 
price tag on such a project is 
currently billed at $5 million, 
which directly relates to PC’s 
second problem—fundraising. 
It is the reason that almost all 
of PC’s sports are not fully . 
funded, and why several sports 
receive hardly any funding at 
all.
To address these issues, 
several measures have been 
taken. A director of athletic 
fundraising, Blake James, was 
hired to work alongside Driscoll 
in raising funds for the 
College’s athletics programs. 
Next year, many basketball 
seats at The Dunk will have a 
priority price tag on them—that 
is, season ticket holders will 
have to make an extra donation 
to the school to buy the seat. 
Additionally, there has been a 
concerted effort to reach out to 
alumni, who are coming back to 
the program after hearing the 
new vision for PC athletics. If 
the plan is a success, estimates 
show that it could bring in some 
much-needed funds into the 
program. In all, a 10-year plan, 
that Driscoll has named the 
“Friars Forever” campaign, 
addresses funding, scholarships 
and salaries. If it works, another 
problem is on its way to a 
solution.
In what seems to be a 
perpetual project at Providence, 
the problem of fan support from 
its student body still needs to be 
addressed. The idea to create 
“Friar Fanatics” was a stellar 
one, but the push died out when 
the operation’s leader— 
Anthony Shay—left PC for 
greener pastures. A constant 
push is needed for fan support, 
but sometimes even that isn’t 
enough. It comes down to the 
fact that a majority of students 
don’t care enough to attend 
games faithfully.
Therefore, measures need to 
be taken to indoctrinate Friar 
pride into the student body from 
day one. Let the history of PC 
athletics stand out in admissions 
booklets, and talk about the 
success of the Friars at 
orientation. Give out the Friar 
Fanatic t-shirts at orientation to 
every student and take them on 
a tour of the facilities. Next 
year, chances are good that 
basketball tickets will cost 
nothing for students, and if free 
tickets is simply the answer, 
then God bless it. However, I 
strongly believe that it is not the 
students’ wallets that need 
mending, but their spirit.
High and lows on the field
There were plenty of 
highlights in Friars athletics this 
season. Ray Treacy and the 
cross country programs again 
were among the best in the 
country—both teams finished in 
the top 10 nationally. Men’s 
soccer made the Big East 
Tournament for the first time 
since 1998 and, more 
importantly, greatly improved 
on a 2001 season where they 
went winless in the conference. 
Women’s soccer also made 
strides toward success and just 
missed out on the Big East 
Tournament itself, while first- 
year coach Diane Madl tested 
her field hockey squad against 
some of the best teams in the 
country. Women’s volleyball 
struggled again in the Big 
East—losing every game for a 
second-straight year—but a 
move by the administration to 
make volleyball independent 
next year should put the non­
funded program back on track 
until such a time when 
scholarships are available, and 
Big East Conference teams are 
formidable competition.
Men’s basketball put 
together a fantastic end-of-year 
win streak to make the NIT and 
give head coach Tim Welsh his 
first post season wins in five 
years at Providence. Next year, 
all five starters return to the 
hardwood for the Friars, along 
with a recruiting class 
considered to be among the best 
in the nation. Women’s hockey 
won both the inaugural 
women’s Hockey East regular 
season and tournament 
championships, and could have 
had a chance at a national 
championship if it were not for 
being a victim of the NCAA 
Tournament’s four-team limit 
for a second straight season. 
Men’s hockey’s undefeated 
February fell short in the 
Hockey East tournament, as 
back-to-back losses to BU were 
the deciding factor in PC not 
making an NCAA Tournament 
it was hosting at The Dunk— 
and that’s a shame, as Friars 
hockey will not see that amount 
of talent again for years. 
Women’s basketball began a 
new era under Susan Yow, and 
while losing 11 of its last 12 
games was discouraging to say 
the least, few programs are 
turned around in a year. Indoor 
track sent the most women in 
the program’s history to the 
NCAA Championship and 
senior All-America Roisin 
McGettigan established herself 
as one of the country’s best 
milers for the second straight 
year.
The swimming and diving 
program at Providence are a 
great concern. When an 
unfunded program has great 
numbers of participants, there is 
hope for its survival. However, 
when a program’s mission is 
based on individual success, 
and when those swimmers that 
qualify fox postseason events 
can’t go because their coaches 
won’t take them, what is the 
point of even having the 
program? That was exactly 
what happened this past season, 
when women competitors 
couldn’t compete in the ECAC 
Championships because no one 
would take them. When it 
comes down to a situation like 
this, Providence should put its 
money elsewhere.
And here we are in the 
spring. Lacrosse looks to be on 
the verge of success, a direct 
compliment to the work of head 
coach Chris Burdick in his years 
of developing the program into 
a contender. After a 
disappointing season last year, 
softball can do nothing but 
improve—and with a solid 
corps of freshmen recruits to 
compliment a talented 
upperclass—they should. An 
unfunded women’s tennis hopes 
to leave its mark in a successful 
spring campaign, while outdoor 
track should highlight senior 
Brooke Freeburg and her 
attempt to be an NCAA 
champion in the javelin.
Not an all-star year, but a 
definite improvement from the 
past few years. Hopefully, it 
will be built upon next year.
Looking towards the future
The plans that are in the 
works for Providence athletics 
give everyone great hope for 
what lies ahead in the years to 
come. PC administration must 
be on top of their game, both 
externally and internally, in 
order to be successful.
The idea that the city of 
Providence is “Friartown” is a 
great marketing idea if applied 
intelligently. To say that when 
you enter The Dunk or drive up 
to Smith Hill, you are in 
Friartown, can and will have a 
great effect. Yet creating an 
image for Providence College 
should always be the top 
priority. The basis of these ads 
belong in the long tradition and 
success PC has had in the state 
of Rhode Island, not on one of 
its streetball courts.
When funds become 
available, the numbers of PC’s 
athletic staff must be increased 
to allow all staff members to 
focus on their individual job 
tasks and goals. Whether in 
sports information, athletic 
training, or simply coaching, 
often these vital role players are 
overlooked because their efforts 
are behind the scenes and not 
on the field. They should be 
given qualified personnel to 
continue to get the job done, and 
done well.
While student-athletes 
should and will continue to be 
embraced by the athletics 
department, and given the
A look at past State of PC Sports addresses
“The state of Friar athletics is a dire one indeed. 
Very few sports seem to be turning the comer and 
approaching success. Most seem to be either stuck 
in a quagmire of underachievement, or moving in 
the reverse towards becoming cellar dwellers of 
their respective conferences... Hard choices need 
to be made in order to raise the bar of PC athletics.
Sometimes the truth hurts.”
Joe Valenzano ’00 
February 10, 2000
“While there are many great things going on today at 
Providence, there are still major problems for some 
of the teams. Some sports seem to be riding some 
mediocrity treadmill that they just can’t step off of.”
John Zilch ’01 
February 1,2001
“The state of PC sports is not what it should or could 
be...At PC, the bottom line from now on must be 
that mediocrity will not cut it, that there can only be 
so many losing seasons before you have to stop 
blaming injuries and facilities, and start looking at 
coaching and recruiting.”
R J. Friedman ’03 
April 11,2002
things needed to be successful 
on and off the field, 
administrators should be 
warned that on many levels the 
PC student body cannot identify 
with the athletes that represent 
them. If athletes want student 
support at games, let them prove 
it! Athletes should want to play 
the role of politician—talk to 
students, ask them to come out 
to the game, tell them why this 
year could be “the year.” A little 
congeniality will go a long way 
to make Providence students 
proud of its athletic teams. It 
will fill the stands, too.
Providence athletics cannot 
be blind to the effect a proposed 
Code of Academic Integrity will 
have on the student-athletes, 
especially given the recent 
compliance and grading 
problems that has risen in 
college athletics. While PC 
administration insists they run 
a tight ship when it comes to 
academics, we all wonder how 
members of athletic teams 
mysteriously end up with essay 
questions and “study sheets” the 
night before a test. I hope and 
believe that the problem is not 
on the side of athletics and 
rather  in sympathetic professors 
with season tickets. However, 
if the answer lies somewhere in­
between—a whole new world 
of problems should be 
addressed.
Yet, above all, if the program 
can stick to its goals held within 
its mission statement, I see 
nothing but good things on the 
horizon for PC athletics. I 
implore the College to strive for 
nothing but the best—success 
will come. Win, and make this 
soon-to-be alumnus, and the 
thousands that have passed and 
will pass through the gates of 
Harkins Hall—proud to be a
Friar.
State of
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All the news we couldn 't fit In-hut did.
Track competes at Raleigh 
Relays
The Providence College men’s and 
women’s outdoor track teams traveled 
to North Carolina State University to 
compete at the Raleigh Relays, held 
March 28 and 29.
Senior Roisin McGettigan led the 
women’s team, finishing in first place 
in the 1500-meter run in a time of 
4:24.72, while sophomore Deirdre 
Byrne finished third in the same event 
with a time of 4:26.86. Sophomore 
Mary Cullen finished second in the 
5000-meter run in 16:23.32 and PC 
finished first in the 4x1500 relay with 
a time of 18:15.43.
For the men’s team, senior Adam 
Sutton finished third and grad student 
Paul Reilly placed sixth in the 5000- 
meter run with times of 14:10.29 and 
14:19.89 respectively. Sophomore ■ 
Patrick Moulton placed fourth in the 
10000-meter run in 30:28.97, and 
junior Jamie Carmichael finished 
sixth in the 3000-meter steeplechase.
Providence will travel to Storrs, 
Conn., to participate in the University 
of Connecticut Invitational April 4-5.
Gomes named to All­
Northeast Region Team
Sophomore forward Ryan Gomes 
of the Providence College men’s 
basketball team was named to the 
Basketball Times All-Northeast Region 
Team last week, along with Ben 
Gordon of UConn, Marques Green 
of St. Bonaventure, Marcus Hatten of 
St. John’s, and Craig Smith of Boston 
College.
Gomes finished the season first on 
PC’s list in both scoring and 
rebounding, averaging 18.4 points and 
9.7 rebounds per game, leading the 
Friars to an 18-14 overall record and 
the second rounds of both the Big East 
and National Invitational Tournaments. 
He scored 20 points or higher in 15 
games and recorded 17 double-doubles 
on the season.
In addition to these accolades, 
Gomes, for his strong efforts this 
season has been named to the All-Big 
East Second team and has also 
received USBWA All-District 1 
honors.
Tennis falls to Stony Brook
The Providence College fennis team 
dropped a 5-2 decision to Stony Brook 
on Saturday March 29 in Long Island, 
N.Y.
In No. 1 singles action, freshman 
Cheri Lapane was defeated by 
Patricia Gomez, 6-4, 6-2, and 
freshman Sara Bitetti was defeated in 
straight sets by Anne Valle in the No. 
2 spot.
In the No 3 spot, sophomore Molly 
Gilbride was defeated, 6-0, 6-3 by 
Karen Hansen, while fellow sopho­
more Lindsey Christensen fell to 
Georgia Bushell in straight sets at the 
No. 4 singles spot.
The only wins for the Friars came 
from victories in the No. 5 and 6 spots, 
respectively. Sophomore Nicole 
Rodger defeated Carmie Zink (6-4, 
3-6, 7-6) in the No 5 spot, while junior 
Trisha Pollock defeated Claire Shean 
6-3, 6-3.
Head Coach Carl LaBranche’s 
squad was defeated in all three doubles 
matches. Lapane and Bitetti were 
defeated 8-4 in the first spot, and 
Gilbride and Christensen were 
defeated in the second spot, also 8-4. 
Finally, Rodger and senior Katie Viola 
fell 8-6 in the third spot.
With the loss, Providence falls to 
2-5 on the season. The Friars will 
return to action on Thursday, April 3 
when they travel to Storrs to take on 
the University of Connecticut.
Three women’s hockey play­
ers honored
On Monday, March 31, three 
members of the Providence College 
Women’s Hockey team were named to 
the 2002-2003 New England Hockey 
Writers Division I All-Star Team.
Junior defenseman Kelli Halcisak, 
senior forward Jenn Butsch, and 
freshman forward Ashley Payton were 
honored for their strong seasons, 
which led the Friars to the Hockey 
East Division Title.
Halcisak, a repeat selection to the 
squad, was also named a Second-Team 
All-American and a first team Hockey 
East All-Star this season. She ended 
the season with 14 goals and 31 . 
assists—leading the Friars and Hockey 
East and finishing second among the 
nation’s defensemen in scoring.
Butsch and Payton also earned 
Hockey East All-Star first-team 
honors, and finished the season tied for 
third on the team in scoring, with 35 
points.
Halcisak, Payton, and Butsch will 
be honored along with the other 
honorees at the New England Hockey 
Writers Annual Awards Banquet on 
Wednesday, April 16.
Fennell Foundation holds 
“Meet and Greet”
On Sunday, March 30, the Fennell 
Foundation, an A-League Intramural 
Basketball team at Providence College 
held a press conference with “Meet
and Greet” outside McPhails. 
Knocked out of the playoffs, but with a 
five-on-five tournament looming, they 
found it imperative to hold a press 
conference for their post-season plans.
The “Meet and Greet” held prior to 
the five-on-five tournament, featured 
free autographs, free website links, 
free photo-ops, and even authentic 
Foundation t-shirts for sale.
The Foundation was lined up 
behind a long table while general 
manager Peter Daley ’05 sat at his 
own desk. A buzz around campus led 
up to the event, organized by captain 
Joe Carbeau ’05.
Better Ingredients - Better Pizza
FASTER DELIVERY
Welcome Back Friars!
353-7774
According to Billy Sherman ’04, 
“I heard a lot about these guys. So I 
jumped at the chance to go meet them 
in person.”
“Joe went to great lengths and 
made a strong effort to make this 
possible,” said Daley.
However, not everyone was quite 
so enthusiastic about the event.
Teammate Jim McDonnell ’05 stated 
before the event that “Joe owes me 
big time,” while the reaction from 
assistant captain Larry Harvey ’05 
was “I can’t believe I’m actually 
doing this.”
WANT TO JOIN THE COWL? 
COME TO
THE SPORTS SECTION IS HIRING.
Come to the Information Session on 
Tuesday, April 8 in Slavin 212.
Only 
$5.99!!!
Large 
Cheese 
Pizza!
Free 
Cinnapie 
Get a 
Free 
Cinnapie 
with the 
purchase 
of any 
large 
pizza at 
regular 
price
2 
Large 
for 
$9.98
2 Large 
Cheese 
Pizzas 
Only 
$9.98
Pizza & 
Wings
1 Large 
Cheese 
Pizza & 
our 
boneless 
chicken 
strips for 
Only $9.99
Use any Ronzios or Domino’s coupon and get our great pizza.
We honor most competitor coupons
Photos by: KRISTIN ELLIS 05/The Cowl
Above: An eager 
fan awaits an 
autographs from 
the Fennell 
Foundation.
Right: The 
Foundation at its 
press conference.
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RIGHT HERE IN
B W
BLACK AND WHITE
R.J. Friedman ’03 
Sports Editor
Goodnight 
sweetheart, 
it’s time 
to go...
I have been on The Cowl 
since last century—seriously. 
After four years, 80-plus 
issues, and more articles than I 
think anyone would care to 
remember, it gives me great 
pleasure to say that this is 
swan song—my final column. 
As a 
writer on 
the sports 
staff since 
my first 
week in 
college, 
the job has taken me places I 
never thought I’d see, allowed 
me to meet people I never 
thought I’d talk to, and most 
importantly, further fueled the 
passion I have for sports.
I’ve eaten grilled cheese 
with NCAA Champions, 
played basketball with 
everyone from Ernie 
DiGregorio to Erron Maxey, 
and even gotten to ‘bring it 
on’ with the PC cheerleaders. 
I’ve shared a drink of sorrow 
with Tim Welsh in a Bourbon 
Street bar, stayed up to see the 
sun rise over the French 
Quarter, and will always know 
the color of John Linehan’s 
lucky underwear (purple, in 
case you wanted to know).
As an editor for the past 
two-and-a-half years, I walk 
away knowing the Sports 
section is better off than when 
I found it. The content is 
more potent, the layout 
cleaner, and it’s visible all 
over the internet. Most 
importantly, the section is 
respected among everyone 
from students, to 
administrators, to your 
everyday fan on the Friars 
message boards.
As a columnist—it’s been a 
privilege. Everyone should be 
lucky enough to have his or 
her own little comer of a 
college newspaper. Being the 
only true critic of PC sports on 
this campus was hardly a joy 
ride the last few years, but if 
you can respect one man’s 
researched, objective 
opinion—I’d like to think I’ve 
added some flavor to this back 
page. If I have made you 
think about, or simply made 
you discuss a topic, then I’ve 
done my job.
To my fellow seniors, 
congrats on four great years. 
To those returning—especially 
the new sports staff of The 
Cowl—Providence is, indeed, 
a special place. It makes all 
the 30-hour weeks. 4 a.m. 
deadlines, and five-hour web 
updates worth every second.
How does that saying go? 
“If you love what you do, 
you’ll never work a day in 
your life.”
Couldn’t have said it better.
PC’s plan 
for success
Providence athletics is improving, and if future 
plans come to fruition—the sky is the limit
by R.J. Friedman ’03
Sports Editor 2001-2003
A quality athletics program 
is about more than just 
winning. Don’t get me 
wrong—winning is quite 
important—but there are other 
factors that are essential to the 
development of a successful 
program that cannot be 
overlooked.
At Providence College, the 
state of the athletics 
department is improving and 
has made great strides in the 
last year. The win columns in 
several sports are higher than 
they were a year ago, and for 
those teams that have yet to 
better their performances, 
there is a belief and desire that 
next season they will.
Why? Providence’s 
improvement is not from 
better players, coaches, or 
game plans. It’s deeper than 
that—it’s a new philosophy, an 
outlook that the Friars are 
going places. And people 
believe in the system. That’s
Non-conference 
woes continue 
for lacrosse
Friars drop two of 
three non-MAAC 
games against 
Vermont and Hartford
by Ryan Durkay ’05 
Sports Staff
Despite an early season 
three-game losing streak, the 
Providence College men’s 
lacrosse team is 2-0 and in first 
place in the competitive Metro 
Atlantic Athletic Conference. 
But the non-conference losses 
keep adding up for the Friars, 
who fell to Vermont Saturday, 
6-4. PC followed up the loss 
with an impressive and exciting 
overtime victory over fellow 
MAAC opponent Canisius, 5- 
4, but playing its third game in 
five days Wednesday, dropped 
a decision to Hartford, 5-4.
Head Coach
MEN’S Chris 
LACROSSE Burdick’s 
squad started 
off strongly, jumping out to an 
early 3-0 lead in the first quarter. 
Behind a pair of goals from 
senior Jon Meehan, assisted by 
junior Kevin Komobis, and an 
unassisted goal by junior Ryan 
Russell, the Friars took a 3-1 
lead into halftime. However, 
why, as we assess the state of 
PC athletics, its new motivation 
is a direct catalyst that cannot 
be overlooked. It resolves many 
of the issues that have nagged 
Providence for years. However, 
on this track to progress lies 
many more hurdles to overcome 
if PC wants to build a successful 
NCAA institution. PC must 
learn from its mistakes of the 
past, and embrace the future— 
whatever it may hold—head on.
A man with a mission
When you meet Athletics 
Director Bob Driscoll for the 
first time, you almost certainly 
walk away knowing Providence 
has a quality guy running the 
ship. Known to be both a 
tremendous innovator and 
motivator, Driscoll has 
rejuvenated a program that 
many believed needed a breath 
of fresh air.
His goals are focused and 
outlined in a mission statement 
for Providence athletics. 
Student-athletes are students 
first—and that means a 100 
what seemed too good to be true 
eventually was.
Providence gave up four 
unanswered goals to the Hawks 
in the decisive third quarter, 
falling behind 5-3. The Friars 
were held scoreless for the 
entire third quarter and did not 
manage another goal until 
sophomore David Krasnica sent 
a shot past Hartford goaltender 
Rorke Greene with six seconds 
to play. Sophomore Andrew 
McMinn recorded 12 saves for 
PC. which fell to 2-5 overall.
The loss came as a 
disappointment after the Friars’ 
5-4 overtime victory against 
conference opponent Canisius 
last weekend. PC entered last 
Monday’s game knowing that a 
win against the Golden Griffins 
was much needed if it expected 
to set the pace at the head of the 
pack in the MAAC.
A victory was exactly what 
the Friars got, thanks in large 
part to great offensive plays by 
freshman Tom Kelley—'who 
finished with two goals—and 
by sophomore John Hollister, 
who registered one assist and 
scored the game-winner in 
overtime.
“It was a very important 
game for us,” said Burdick. “I
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4th 
annual
PC Sports
The State of PC Sports address is an annual feature 
written by The Cowl’s sports editor—a tradition 
that began with Joe Valenzano ’00 four years ago.
This year, Sports Editor R.J. Friedman ’03 writes 
his second consecutive State of PC Sports Address, 
focused on the changes that have been made to 
Friars athletics and the many planned changes that, 
if completed, should greatly improve PC athletics.
percent graduation rate. Friars 
athletics should be one of the 
most respected programs in the 
country—a program known for 
acting with dignity, class, and 
honor. And thirdly, the Friars 
should be successful on the 
playing field—win.
Driscoll believes in these 
goals. His staff believes in these 
goals. Together, everyone 
works to achieve these goals. 
It’s simple, and perhaps sounds 
a bit too easy, but as Driscoll 
will tell you, that’s why they are 
called “walk on the moon” 
goals. It will take some time, 
but he believes that Friars 
athletics can get there. You 
should, too.
Addressing the three F’s of 
Friars athletics
Standing in the program’s 
way are three issues that have 
become trademark topics in 
discussing the state of
JOHN ENGLISHMEN-’03/The Cowl
Friars host, Cornell coasts
While the Providence men’s 
hockey team prepped for the 
offseason last week, the College 
remained in the national hockey 
spotlight, hosting the NCAA 
Championship East Regionals 
last weekend at the Dunkin 
Donuts Center.
Of the four teams that 
entered the tournament on 
Saturday—Cornell, Boston 
College, Minnesota State and 
Ohio State—only the Big Red 
of Cornell will advance to next 
weekend’s NCAA Frozen Four 
in Buffalo, N.Y. The top-ranked 
Big Red defeated the BC Eagles 
Providence athletics—facilities, 
fundraising and fans. While all 
three have been addressed— 
results remain to be seen.
Facilities continue to be the 
number one problem at 
Providence. Just recently, the 
beginning of the men’s lacrosse 
season was delayed because of 
poor field conditions due to 
Mother Nature. PC Lacrosse 
was forced to practice inside 
Peterson, which created a 
domino effect for other spring 
sports that needed practice time, 
as well as for fall sports that 
were beginning their spring 
conditioning. As a result, you 
had student-athletes practicing 
at ridiculous times—anywhere 
from 5 a.m. to midnight.
Providence administrators 
hope its new “master space 
plan” provides the answer to 
many of these problems. A new 
Astroturf field is to be built next
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in dramatic fashion Sunday 
afternoon, 2-1, in double 
overtime.
21 minutes and nine 
seconds into sudden death, 
Cornell’s Matt McRae hit the 
top comer of the net behind BC 
goalie Matti Kaltiainen on a 
sharp-angle slap shot to send 
the Big Red to its first Frozen 
Four since 1980.
Cornell will face the 
Hockey East’s Champion, 
New Hampshire, on April 10 
at the Marine Midland Arena, 
while Minnesota will take on 
Michigan.
State of
